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ROAD & DRAIN TAX PASSESRoad & Drain Highlights

PROGRESS REPORT: In future issues
of Lafayette Vistas, look for a progress
report on road and drain repairs and
replacement. The report will be an easy-
to-read table outlining the projects in
their different stages of completion.

SIGN OF THE TIMES:
As each road or drain
improvement commen-
ces, the City will post a
sign at each site. Look
for these signs around
Lafayette to keep abreast
of the progress.

RIBBON-CUTTING:
All residents are invited to the kick-

off of Lafayette’s road & drain improve-
ment projects on July 10 at 6:30pm. The
ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held at
the Lafayette Community Center, 500 St.
Mary’s Rd., near the site of the first major
repair. Mayor Gayle Uilkema will officiate
the ceremony. Let the work begin!

THANK YOU: The passing of Measure
C to resuscitate Lafayette’s roads and
drains is the culmination of 21⁄2 years of
research, budgeting, meetings, and door-
to-door canvasing, carried out by dozens
of residents, three volunteer committees,
civic groups, businesses and city employ-
ees. The City Council would like to for-
mally thank the following key individuals
and organizations for their tireless efforts:
Members of the Lafayette Finance
Committee, the Capital Projects
Assessment Committee, the Capital
Projects Funding Committee, John
Lancaster, Bill Ramage, John Larson,
Don Lively, Carl Piercy, Jim Todhunter,
Carol Olson, Lynn Thorsen, Claude
Hutchison, Glenn Seaborg, Shirley Henry
(Lamorinda Press), Lafayette Home-
owner’s Council, Lafayette Taxpayers
Association, Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce, Heritage Better Homes and
Gardens, Pacific Union, Better Homes
Realty, Barcelona Properties, Douglas
Thomas Properties, GTE Mobilnet, and
Kemper Real Estate Management.

This improveme
nt is funded

all or in part by
the. . .

Lafayette
Road
&

DrainTax

Thank you for

your support.

Welcome to the first install-
ment of “Historic Snapshots,”
a new column that will be
featured periodically in
Lafayette Vistas. These snip-
pets of history are written to

pique your interest, instill civic pride and encourage you to
learn more about the rich history of Lafayette. The first
snapshot features Elam Brown, the first Yankee settler in
Lafayette.

Our story begins in May, 1846 with a wagon train of
14 families and 16 covered wagons heading west from
Platte County, Missouri. The wagon train was led by Elam Brown,
a newly widowed 49-year-old with 4 children and a good dose of wanderlust.
After the six-month journey, which was fraught with many hardships, Brown
married fellow traveler Margaret Allen, whose husband died on the trek west.
Allen had 11 children.

Over two-thirds of Lafayette’s
voters decided to reverse the
terminal decline of Lafayette’s

infrastructure by voting yes on the
Lafayette road and drain tax in March.
69% of the voters, or 3,767 people,
approved Measure C, which will tax
homeowners $21 per $100,000 in
assessed property value annually.
Lafayette property owners will con-
tribute an average of $49 per year to
be used exclusively for road and drain
improvements. Over a 30-year period,
the measure will generate $5-$13
million, depending on how property
values increase.

The heavy winter rains of ‘95 illus-
trated the acute need for road and
drain rehabilitation. With a life
expectancy of 20-40 years, the aging
roads and drains of Lafayette have
outlasted their effectiveness and are
now in a state of disrepair and, in the
worst instances, virtual collapse.
Prior to the vote, Pam Stuebgen, a
Happy Valley resident who suffered
several thousand dollars in water
damage this past winter, summed up
voter sentiment.

“Quite frankly, I am tired of driving
down a river,” says Stuebgen. “As I
see it, we would all benefit from the

improvement and if the measure
doesn’t pass, we’ll all be back to fight-
ing our own single battles. Working
together is the only way to go.”

Now that the financial support of
the residents has been committed,
Lafayette is gearing up for the work
ahead. With professional financial
guidance from Sutro and Company,
the City staff has arranged for the sale
of municipal bonds to fund the pro-
ject work. Bonds are scheduled to go
on sale June 20, 1995 and should raise
an initial $5 million.

Thirty-three major capital projects
are slated to begin in the 1995/96
fiscal year, including:

• Resurfacing of Brook Street
• Improvements to Hidden Valley Rd,

Middle Rd, and Diablo Rd
• Dolores Drive improvements
• Condit Road overlay
• Resurfacing of Sierra Vista (Robles

Court/Serrano Court)
• Windsor Drive overlay
• Dyer Drive storm drain
• Mosswood Drive/Webb Lane

drainage improvements
• Old Tunnel Road drain
• Rohrer Drive drain.

HISTORIC
SNAPSHOTS

Part 1: Elam Brown Arrives

Lafayette FounderElam Brown, 1797-1889

Once the scene of dusty horse races, frenzied Pony 
Express stops and a thriving blacksmith trade, Lafayette 
Plaza was our community’s original commercial area 

and social gathering place. The City’s recently completed res-
toration has revived the area with attractive landscaping, cedar  
colonnades, restaurant seating, and Battery Park-style lights.  
The improvements make the Plaza – Lafayette’s geographic and 
historic center – an attractive and inviting destination worthy  
of its historic past.

The history of the Plaza goes back to California’s earliest days 
as a State. In 1864, just 15 years after California’s statehood, 
Lafayette’s original settlers had the foresight and generosity to 
set aside property “for the benefit of the citizens of LaFayette.” 
Elam and Margaret Allen Brown’s gift of land, in the heart of 
town where the roads from Moraga and Oakland came together, 
created one of the State’s earliest public parks.

A Role in American Lore 
In the early 1860s, the Plaza played a minor – but exciting 

– role in American history. The Pony Express typically trav-
eled from Sacramento to San Francisco by boat. However, when  
riders were late arriving in Sacramento, they were forced to  
continue by land in order to complete delivery from St. 
Joseph, MO within 10 days. During the service’s 19 months of  
operation, Pony Express riders stopped at Lafayette Plaza  
19 times to obtain fresh horses before riding on to Oakland  
and then ferrying the mail to San Francisco.

History Comes Alive
The buildings along the Plaza’s southern edge bring 

Lafayette’s early days to life. There are historical markers at 
the original Pioneer Store (built in the 1860s and now hous-
ing Handlebar Toys and A-1 Photo Lab) and the Way Side Inn, 
erected in 1894 as a hotel and restaurant. The California History 
Landmarks Advisory Committee has registered both buildings 
as California Points of Historical Interest. The Geils Building – 
built in 1880 as a saloon, and now the location of CyBelle’s Pizza 
and A Man’s Choice barber shop – is also an historic building.  

In its earliest days, Lafayette Plaza was nothing more than a 
weed-covered field where merchants left their buggies, though 
residents quickly had a hand in improving its appearance. After 
purchasing the blacksmith shop in 1864, Peter Thomson plied 
his trade on the Plaza for nearly 50 years. While he enjoyed 
the impromptu foot races and wrestling matches that occurred 
there, Thompson also contributed to the Plaza’s upkeep by 
planting and maintaining beds of petunias. 

In 1911, Robert Elam McNeil, owner of the Pioneer Store, 
organized a meeting of Lafayette residents to “promote civic  
betterment.” The Lafayette Improvement Association, which 
also built Town Hall in 1914, resulted from this initial call to 
action. One of the organization’s first projects was fencing the 
Plaza to prevent the young men of Lafayette from holding horse 
races around its perimeter. 

The Lafayette Garden Club landscaped and maintained the 
Plaza for many years through the 1940s and 1950s. Beginning in 
the 1960s, the Lafayette Women’s Club provided funds for the 
Plaza’s maintenance.  

Changing Times
In the twentieth century, ever-widening roads encroached 

into Lafayette Plaza from all four sides, reducing it to a fraction 
of its original size. As part of this year’s renovation, the City 
has reclaimed much of the lost space, and the Plaza has been 
enlarged by 40% – from 9,300 to 13,000 square feet.

We hope you’ll visit the new Lafayette Plaza to see the 
improvements we’ve made. You’ll find more than 95 new trees, 
hundreds of star jasmine, manzanita, and yellow daylily plants, 
32 cedar colonnades accented by special lighting – and maybe a 
little bit of the history that makes the Plaza Lafayette’s first and 
most important public place.

Published  
by the  
City of 
Lafayette
Summer 2001
Vol. 11, No. 3  Vistas Vistas

LAFAYETTE 

Lafayette PLaza Redesign ComPLeted
Restoration Honors Lafayette’s Most Important Public Place

Then: 1915 

Now: 2001
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In this time of government employee pay scandals, unfund-
ed pension programs, and permanent State budget deficits, 
residents can’t be faulted for asking exactly what’s going 

on in their own home town. While the City of Lafayette is by 
no means perfect, the organization is distinctly different from 
many other public agencies. Consider these differences:

n  We Limit What We Do
When Lafayette first incorporated in 1968 it 

received no property taxes and, because it had 
no shopping mall or big box stores, it also col-
lected few sales tax dollars. Thus – born more 
out of necessity than anything else – the original 
City Council had no choice but to provide only a 
few essential services, namely, the “Four P’s”: police,  
public works, planning and parks. That elemental 
frugality and limited scope was written into the 
City’s original mission statement (it’s still there, in 
fact) and is now firmly imprinted in the organi-
zation’s DNA. While other cities may deliver 
swim centers, water parks, botanical gardens, 
zoos, tennis facilities, sailing clubs, and the 
like, Lafayette has largely stayed true to the 
Four P’s. Don’t be surprised, when you call, if 
we say, “Sorry, we don’t do that.”

n We Contract for Almost Everything 
Most homeowners, when they paint their house, take 

the time to acquire two or three bids in order to assure 
a good price from a qualified contractor. Lafayette does the 
same thing. We competitively contract for street and sidewalk 
repairs, traffic signal maintenance, roadway striping and sten-
ciling, and downtown median landscaping; the orange-shirted 
workers you see tending the plants and changing the ban-
ners downtown are contract employees. This newsletter was 
designed by a contractor. Lafayette’s recreation instructors are 
contractors. Our meeting minute takers are contractors. Even 
the City’s police officers are contract employees. By contracting 
for services we hope to ensure that – like the homeowner look-
ing for a painter – Lafayette gets the best combination of price, 
quality and flexibility.

n A Small Non-Union Staff
All those contractors mean that Lafayette needs fewer full-

time equivalent employees, and we have just 38. That makes 
us much smaller, from an employee standpoint, than most cit-
ies with a comparable population. El Cerrito and Lafayette, for 
instance, both have about 23,000 residents but, at 190 employ-
ees, El Cerrito’s staff is about 450% larger than Lafayette’s. 
Our smaller workforce is not only less expensive, but also 
allows for a personal, collegial, and cooperative council-staff 
relationship. The evidence? About fifteen years ago, Lafayette’s 

employees ended their relationship with a local public employ-
ee union, choosing instead to negotiate pay and benefits issues 
directly with the City Council, through the City Manager.

n  No Automatic Pay Increases
In most California cities it’s standard for employees to 
march up the pay scale via seniority, tenure and cost of liv-

ing adjustments. Not here. In Lafayette, every employee 
receives two performance evaluations each year, and it 
is the employee’s performance alone that determines the 
size of the employee’s pay increase. There are no auto-
matic pay increases in Lafayette. 

n  No Defined-Benefit Pension Plan 
One of the signature benefits that most California 

public employees receive is a defined-benefits pension. 
Unfortunately, however – as we have seen in the news-

papers – underfunded pensions have not only forced 
dozens, perhaps hundreds, of cities and counties 

to cut back on services but even brought entire 
states and nations to the brink of insolvency. 
Lafayette, in stark contrast, does not offer a 
defined-benefit pension plan to its employees. 
Instead, just like most workers in the private 

sector, City employees are enrolled in a 401-
style defined contribution plan. At the end of each 

pay period the City deposits the equivalent of 10% of 
the employee’s salary into a tax-free savings account, and 

agrees to sock away another 5% if employees match that con-
tribution. The goal is to provide a fair and reasonable retire-
ment to our dedicated public servants – but one that doesn’t 
bankrupt the City.

n  No Unfunded Obligations
Because there is no defined-benefit pension plan, Lafayette 

has no long-term unfunded pension obligations (although the 
County Sheriff, which provides police services to Lafayette, 
does). And, while the City does provides a limited retirement 
health benefit to its long term employees (we pay 50% of pre-
mium costs for employees who retire after age 62 with at least 
ten years of service), we have worked with an actuary and the 
City’s independent auditor to ensure that the liability for that 
program is fully funded. 

n  Balanced Budgets
We have delivered one every single year for the last twenty 

years. Even during these recessionary times, with sales and 
property taxes dropping faster than expected, we’ve managed 
to make the ends meet. For the fiscal year that closed on June 
30th, the City received $10.9M in revenue and spent $10.7, for 
a positive balance of $219,000. 

Lafayette is Different

Architectural rendering
of the new Town

Center apartments
east of the creek.
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Throughout the summer, several improvements will be
made to Mt. Diablo Blvd. There may be traffic lane
closures at times, but special measures have been taken to

keep this to a minimum. In the end, all of the unsightly overhead
electric lines will be eliminated and downtown
Mt. Diablo Blvd. will have an uniform attractive appearance with
classic street lights.

PG&E began work on the underground trenching and
street light replacement project between South Thompson
Road and First Street on May 19. In mid-July, the City’s street
light contractor, Columbia Electric, will install underground

conduits and foundations for the new street lights, which
should be erected early this Fall.

Most of the daytime construction work will start at 5am
and conclude at 3pm. This schedule is an intensive one, with
an extended work day, to speed up the improvement project.
To further minimize construction during peak traffic periods,
additional work will occur at night from Oak Hill Rd. to South
Thompson and at the intersection of Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga
Rd. and Mt. Diablo Blvd./Oak Hill Rd.

If you have any questions, please call the information/
voice mailbox for the project at (510) 284-1951, ext. 210.

PG&E WORKS WITH CITY ON DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

GREEN LIGHT FOR “BART BLOCK,” MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT

After months of intensive discussion,
public hearings, meetings, revi-
sions, and redesign, the City

Council on May 27, 1997 approved
development plans for the “BART Block,”
bordered by Mt. Diablo Boulevard, the
BART station, and South Thompson
Road. The project will include:

� 25,000 square feet of retail develop-
ment along Mt. Diablo Boulevard

� 75 apartments in a pair of three-story
buildings (parking beneath) on the
east side of the creek

� 26,000 square feet of business or
civic offices (with parking stalls and a
two-story garage)

� retention and refurbishing of the
Happy Valley Creek natural
habitat which runs through the
development.

Public input and the
Council’s requirement that
the new develop-
ment comply

with the specific plan for the site result-
ed in some specialized features for the
project including:

� an attractively landscaped paved
walkway running along the creek
that will lend a scenic ambiance to
the area and provide pedestrians with
direct access to the BART station
from Mt. Diablo Boulevard

� seating at the creek overlook

� renovation of the classic brick build-
ing in addition to construction of
new commercial shops

� a plaza area for community events

� terraces with tables and chairs

� special pavers and sidewalk finishes

� accent landscaping and trellis
structures

� a new traffic signal at the west leg
of Lafayette Circle.

The retail sites along Mt. Diablo
Boulevard will comprise the initial
phase of the project, which is expected
to be completed within two years.
Residential construction is expected to
be completed in approximately three
years, and the entire project is sched-
uled for completion within seven years.

Architectural rendering for the renovation
of the old Freddie’s Pizza Building.
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LEIGH CREEKSIDE PARK NOW A REALITY
State Funding Accelerates Purchase

Saturday, October 23, was a picture perfect day for
celebrating. And there was much to celebrate. A neigh-
borhood’s enthusiasm and generosity. The bi-partisan

support of local politicians. And the dedication of Leigh
Creekside Park at Fourth Street and Moraga Blvd.

In the midst of one of
Lafayette’s most densely
populated residential
areas, the three-quarter
acre park borders Las
Trampas Creek, and is
next to and visible from
the heavily used Lafayette-
Moraga Regional Trail. A
majestic Oak dominates
the site, and trees planted
by long-time Lafayette
residents John and Ethel
Leigh, who lived on the
property, dot its edges.

In the fall
of 1998, a City
staff member
noticed the
property while
biking to work
through the
neighborhood. It
had been mowed
in preparation
for sale after Mr.
Leigh’s death.

The staff pro-
posed that the
City purchase the
property to be used as a public park. The City
Council supported this proposal, and asked the
Parks & Recreation Commission to gather public
opinion, analyze funding possibilities, and make
recommendations regarding the project.

Forty neighbors attended the Dec. ’98 Parks &
Recreation Commission meeting, and were unani-
mous in their support for purchasing the property.
The Christophe and Cass families formed the Leigh
Creekside Park Committee to raise as much money
as they could, as quickly as possible. Within a

month they had collected $25,000, and their
continued efforts increased that amount to more than
$35,000. These funds, together with $350,000 State funds
appropriated in July 1999, covered the purchase price and
closing fees for the $375,000 property.

The $350,000 appro-
priation in the State
budget came after
Senator Richard Rainey,
R-Walnut Creek made a
“member’s request” for
that amount at the urg-
ing of former Lafayette
City Council member
Anne Grodin. Assembly
members Lynne Leach,
R-Walnut Creek and
Tom Torlakson, D-
Antioch also lent their
support to the project,

which was ultimately
signed by Governor
Gray Davis in July
1999.

Local artist Nikki
Basch-Davis and The
Outsiders, a group of
Bay Area plein air
artists, also worked to
raise money for the new
park. In October 1999,
six artists presented
45 paintings during a
month-long show featur-

ing local paintings that was hosted by
Postino restaurant on Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Proceeds from the opening reception will
also be used to develop the park.

The City plans to preserve Leigh
Creekside Park in its natural state, as
a resting spot for people using the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail, and as a
place for family picnics. Modest improve-
ments, including benches and a water
fountain, should be completed by next
summer.

Accepting certificates
to recognize their

contributions toward
the park are:

(Lt) The Christophes
(Rt) Russell Schaeffer
(Ctr) Roland Mullen

You may have noticed the vacant lot across the street 
from Town Center. Have you ever wondered what, 
if anything, was going to happen to this prime 

piece of downtown real estate?  Well, wonder no longer 
— Cortese Properties (owner and developer of La Fiesta 
Square) is scheduled to break ground this spring on the 
Lafayette Mercantile, a mixed-use retail and office project.

In addition to the large vacant lot, currently being used 
for parking, the Lafayette Mercantile project will consoli-
date three other parcels on the south side of Mt. Diablo 
Blvd. between Lafayette Circle and Dewing Ave. The new 
development will consist of one 2-story building and one 
3-story building totaling 55,650 square feet. Retail uses, 
including at least one full service restaurant, will occupy 
the ground floors while offices will occupy the second 
and third floors. The project will provide 184 parking 
spaces on two levels, one at street level and one partially 
underground. There will be an additional fifteen spaces of 
con venient diagonal parking on Mt. Diablo Blvd. in front 
of the retail shops.

A courtyard and landscaped plaza will provide pedestrian 
access from Mt. Diablo Blvd. to the parking located at the rear of 
the property. Lined by decorative planters, the plaza will include 
a sculpture and a water feature. On the second floor, a pedestrian 
bridge will connect the two buildings.

Lafayette Mercantile will add life and color to the downtown 
retail pedestrian corridor and the City is eager to see this long 
vacant parcel redeveloped by a project of this caliber.
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New and Notable 
Businesses in Lafayette

n Pizza Antica
Town Center 
3600 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
Pizza, pasta, & salads

n Thyme
71 Lafayette Circle 
Soup, salad & sandwiches

n	 Red Wagon
La Fiesta Square 
3535A Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
Classic children’s clothing,  
shoes, accessories and toys

n	 Big Sky Luxury Yarn
Town Center 
3604 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
Quality yarns, tools, books  
& knitting classes

n	 Pendleton
La Fiesta Square 
543 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
Woolen clothing for men  
& women, blankets and  
home furnishings

Artist rendering of  
Lafayette Mercantile  
from retail parking.
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Downtown Looking Up
Lafayette Mercantile to Break Ground This Spring

Artist rendering of  
Lafayette Mercantile  
from the corner of  

Mt. Diablo Blvd. and 
Lafayette Circle.
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A couple of years ago, Lafayette’s mayor and 
city manager joined the school district super-
intendent and governing board chairper-

son at a regional meeting in Berkeley. The purpose 
of the conference was to help the many cities and 
school districts in the Bay Area work better together. 
Apparently, in many places, the schools and the city 
don’t communicate well, are at odds over resources, 
or are otherwise working at cross purposes. 

As the meeting commenced, the attend-
ees introduced themselves and their issues, 
often describing tension between the pub-
lic agencies. When it came to Lafayette, 
however, the mayor noted that 
there is little acrimony between 
the city and schools because, 
“the City harbors no illusions 
about our relative position in 
the community. We under-
stand that the public schools 
are the most important thing.”

Indeed, Lafayette ’s  pub-
lic schools are our city’s greatest 
asset. They make our students literate 
and provide grounding in science, social 
studies and the other fields essential to 
civic discourse. They prepare students to 
make the informed decisions that a functioning 
democracy requires, and to live in an increasingly 
complex society. And they are our most important 
instruments of social justice.

How the Schools Benefit the City
While Lafayette’s schools are already among the top-rated 

schools in the entire State of California, they continue to 
improve via the virtuous cycle, which might be described like 
the cycle illustrated on this page.

The benefits of Lafayette’s excellent public schools, how-
ever, go beyond the students. The City and its residents also 
prosper, in several ways.

First, and most obviously, when it comes time to choose a 
house, Lafayette’s top quality schools entice young, education-
minded to browse our neighborhoods. These families compete 
for homes, which drives up real estate prices and, concomi-
tantly, property tax revenues to the City. The beneficial impact 
of good schools on local property values is undisputed; study 
after study prove that homes in higher-performing school dis-
tricts sell for higher prices than homes in lower performing 
school districts (source: http://goo.gl/ScGvo). 

Second, good schools positively impact the local 
economy. Those same young families that choose to 
relocate in Lafayette for the schools tend to spend 
more money, relative to other households, at local 
restaurants and businesses. This not only supports 
Lafayette’s local merchants (and generates more sales 
tax revenue for the City), but also provides a more 

lively, robust, and vibrant downtown area for residents 
– one with increasingly more variety and interesting 

places to visit, shop, and dine. 
The City then benefits from the high-

er property and sales taxes generated as 
a result of Lafayette’s schools. Among 

other things, these added revenues 
help the City to pave more streets, 

employ more police officers, 
and purchase and preserve 
more open space – all of which 
makes Lafayette safer and 
more livable. 

And so, while other cities 
might chase auto malls and big 

box stores as an economic develop-
ment strategy, Lafayette recognizes that 

its best bet is to keep the public schools 
healthy and strong.

Council Endorses Measure B
Taking all of this into account, and in light of the 

fact that the State of California has reduced funding 
for K-12 education in Lafayette by 18% over the past 

three years, the Lafayette 
City Council adopted a reso-
lution at its regular meeting 
on March 14th to formally 
endorse Measure B, a, four 
year, temporary tax measure 
proposed by the Lafayette 
School District. The bal-
lot measure states that the 
proceeds of the parcel tax 
will be used to “maintain 
core academic programs 
in math, science, art and 
music, attract and retain the 
best qualified teachers, and 
maintain classroom technol-
ogy and science labs.”

the Virtuous CyCle
Why Lafayette and its Public Schools are Getting Better and Better

Attract  
young

education- 
oriented

families to 
Lafayette...

Who  
support the  

public schools  
with time and 

money...

Which 
provides 

extraordinary 
opportunities  

for  
students...

Who excel, 
leading to great 
achievements 

and high  
test scores,  

which...

Lafayette’s 
Great Public 
Schools. . .
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B eginning July 1st, Lafayette will deploy its fi rst-ever motor-
cycle traffi c patrol program.

Why motorcycles? Lafayette’s narrow, winding roads make 
the job of traffi c enforcement in an automobile tough in some 
places, impossible in others. An offi cer in a traditional police 
cruiser needs clear lines of sight and a straightaway where it 
can accelerate and follow a vehicle quickly without causing 
danger. Good enforcement also requires a pull-over spot that’s 
large enough for two cars to safely move off the road; fi nd-
ing such spots on Lafayette’s semi-
rural roads is difficult. In some 
neighborhoods there is not a single 
location that is suitable for traffi c 
enforcement in an automobile.

Motorcycles, on the other hand, 
can be effective in places where 
cars can’t. Because they acceler-
ate quickly and need little room 
during the pull-over, officers on 
motorcycles can patrol two-lane 
roads such as Happy Valley Road, 
Reliez Valley Road, and Springhill 
Road on the north side of town, 
and Moraga Road, St. Mary’s Road, 
and Reliez Station Road in south-
ern Lafayette. Residents have 
called for more enforcement in all 
of these areas to cut down on speeding and STOP sign viola-
tions. Says Police Chief Mike Hubbard, “The motorcycles’ 
enhanced mobility will allow our offi cers to more effectively 
enforce traffi c regulations in locations previously unavailable 
to them.” As a bonus, the City will realize cost savings and 
environmental benefi ts due to the motorcycles’ better gas mile-
age and decreased greenhouse gas emissions. 

Why the focus on traffi c enforcement rather than crime 
fi ghting? Because residents are far more likely to be injured or 
killed in a car crash than during a crime. In fact, in Lafayette, 
between January 2001 and May 2010, 418 people were injured 
in traffi c collisions; this compares to sixteen felony batteries 
during the same period. Likewise, fi ve people were killed in 
traffi c accidents in Lafayette over the last ten years, while just 
one was murdered (albeit senselessly and tragically). Macabre 
as it may sound, if the last ten years serve as an accurate guide, 
the chance that you will die in a traffi c collision in Lafayette 
is fi ve times higher than the chance that you will become a 

homicide victim, and you are twenty-six times more likely to 
be injured in a car crash than by an assault. 

Regardless of the cause, no community wants any of these 
events to occur. Given Lafayette’s limited funds, however, it 
is prudent to deploy resources where the risks are highest and 
where the money can make a meaningful difference. The num-
bers suggest that, despite the unpopularity of traffi c tickets, the 
City’s best strategy to prevent future deaths and debilitating 
injuries is to provide more and better enforcement. “Traffi c 

collisions are not accidents,” Chief 
Hubbard explains. “They are 
caused by people knowingly vio-
lating the Vehicle Code, and they 
often result in injury or death.” 

Isn’t It All About the Money?    
Some will no doubt surmise that 
the real reason for Lafayette’s new 
motorcycles is to make money, but 
that’s simply not true. The cost for 
the entire traffi c enforcement pro-
gram is about $421,000 per year, 
but it generates just $125,000 
from fines because, on average, 
Lafayette receives only about $40 
for each citation written. The rest 
is used by the State to cover court 
operations, statewide records, and 

court security. The net annual cost per offi cer, then, is about 
$150,000. From a budget standpoint Lafayette’s motorcycle 
traffi c enforcement program is, therefore, a money loser and 
the City would be better off without it. But since the primary 
objective of the police department is to save lives and prevent 
injuries, it’s worth doing.

What Should Residents Do To Avoid Speeding Tickets?      
Lafayette’s Police Department currently issues about 2,800 
citations per year and, given their ability to patrol more streets 
and do it more effectively, the motorcycles will likely increase 
that total (despite what you may have heard or believe, there 
are no quotas for the number of citations issued in Lafayette). 
So, to be clear, starting July 1st, residents will see more traf-
fic enforcement in more neighborhoods, and there will be 
more citations issued. The purpose of this newsletter article 
is to inform you about this change. Don’t say you weren’t 
warned! Avoiding an up-close and personal inspection of one 
of Lafayette’s new motorcycles is easy to do: OBEY THE LAW 
and SLOW DOWN!

ParaDise. with Motorcycles.
Motorcycle Cops in Lafayette?  Really?

With 360 degrees of lush hillside
vistas, Lafayette is one of the
Bay Area’s most beautiful com-

munities. Nestled in deeply forested
hills, the homes of Lafayette are tucked
away along secluded, winding streets.

Our community shares many unset-
tling similarities with a handful of com-
munities just a few tree-covered ridges
away: the once heavily wooded neigh-
borhoods of Hiller Highlands, Broadway
Terrace and Grizzly Peak.

“In many ways, the topography of
Lafayette and the Oakland Hills is iden-
tical,” says Mike Argo, assistant fire
chief at the Contra Costa County Fire
Protection District (CCCFPD). “The
same thing that happened to them
could happen to us.

“With the rain we’ve had this year, the
plant growth is phenomenal,” adds Argo.
“We’ve got mustard plant on Mt. Diablo
eight feet high! If we have a hot, late
summer, we’re going to have a tremen-
dous amount of fuel on the hills.”

As spokesperson for the CCCFPD,
which is responsible for preventing fires
in Lafayette and surrounding communi-
ties, Argo encourages residents to take a

serious look at fire prevention before
the potentially fire-devastating months
of summer and fall.

According to Argo, the biggest issue
facing residents is proper abatement
around their homes. Uncleared brush
and unpruned trees can act as fuses,
leading fire directly to the homes.

“Removal of highly combustible veg-
etation from around your home signifi-
cantly reduces the risk of an exterior fire
spreading to your house,” says Argo.

“Dry and dead vegeta-
tion is easily ignited
and can burn like kin-
dling.”

In addition to main-
taining the existing
landscape, homeowners
may even want to con-
sider removing highly
flammable plants, like
cypress, eucalyptus,
junipers, pines and
other conifers. By prop-
erly maintaining your
landscape and planting
fire retardant plants,
you can create a “safe

zone” around your home.
Residents should also look closely at

how well their homes are identified.
Check to see if your address is clearly
visible from the street. An obvious,
oversized address will help fire fighters
as well as medical personal find your
home quickly in case of emergencies.

To help residents put together a do-
it-yourself fire prevention plan that
includes these and many other fire safe-
ty tips designed specifically for
Lafayette, the CCCFPD offers free fire
prevention information. For a compre-
hensive packet of fire safety guidelines,
call the Exterior Hazard Control
Division at 930-5581.
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THE BURNING QUESTION
Top 10

Fireproofing Tips

1 ABATEMENT – Keep flammable
vegetation 50 feet from your
house, 100 feet back if you’re
on a slope. Periodically remove
pine needles from your roof.

2 ADDRESS – Your address
should be clearly visible from
the street. If you have a street
sign on your property, prune
trees and shrubs around the
sign to improve its visibility.

3 ACCESSIBILITY – To ensure
that the fire department can
reach your home, clear private
roads and driveways of shrub-
bery and overhanging limbs.

4 SPARK ARRESTERS – Install
approved spark arresters on
your chimneys.

5 LANDSCAPING – For new
landscaping or re-landscaping
jobs, use drought-resistant,
fire-retardant plants.

6 ROOFING – For new home-
builders and re-roofing jobs, a
minimum Class C fire-retar-
dant roof is required.

7 BOXING EAVES – Rather than
having exposed rafters, box
the eaves with any solid mater-
ial (wood or preferably stucco)
to create a non-combustible,
flush surface.

8 DECK AND BALCONIES –
Box in exposed wood decks
and balconies, especially if they
are cantilevered over a slope.

9 FIREWOOD – Store firewood
at least 10 feet from your
house.

10 SMOKE DETECTORS – If
you haven’t done so already,
install a smoke detector.

ABOUT YOUR

HOME

VISTASVISTAS
LAFAYETTE

How can local residents
avert a Lafayette Firestorm?

Aerial photo of the devastation created by the Oakland Firestorm.
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PROPOSED “DOWNTOWN PROJECT”
$4.4 Million Project Would Improve Traffic Flow

After more than two years of review, the City of Lafayette
may soon embark on its largest-ever capital improve-
ment project. Designed primarily to improve traffic flow

at and around the City’s busiest intersection (Mt. Diablo Blvd.
and Moraga Rd.), the “Downtown Project” would also rebuild,
enlarge, and re-landscape Lafayette Plaza, reconfigure Plaza Way,
and realign Golden Gate Way. The architectural firm responsible
for the La Fiesta Square
renovation – SZFM Design
Studio – was retained to
develop the Downtown
Project design.

Given the magnitude
of the project and its
potential impact on
downtown Lafayette, the
City Council seeks opin-
ions from residents before
it awards the construction
contract. The purpose of
this Special Edition Vistas
is to update you on the
project, and to invite you
to attend a special public
workshop with the City
Council on May 6th.

How the Project
was Developed

The $4.4 million pro-
ject would take 12 to 18 months to complete and would
culminate more than two years of workshops and public
meetings. Efforts were made during the design phase to balance
the needs of pedestrians, commuters, shoppers, merchants,
schools, the Lafayette Historical Society, and other interested
parties. Most of the funding for the project comes from the
Contra Costa Transportation Authority’s half-cent sales tax
increment, and the balance from City redevelopment funds.

The project is not without controversy. The improvements
would reduce congestion delay at the Mt. Diablo/Moraga Rd.
intersection by up to 50% during the evening commute, but —
in order to do so — would require that Mt. Diablo Blvd. be
widened by five feet in front of World Savings and two feet
along the Safeway parking lot, for a total of about 1,000 square
feet of additional paving. Critics have charged that this capacity
enhancement will encourage more autos to use the corridor and
thus make the downtown less friendly for walkers. They also
note that the widened Mt. Diablo Blvd. will take longer for
pedestrians to cross. Conversely, others have criticized the
proposed addition of a new traffic signal at the intersection of

Moraga Blvd. and Moraga Rd., near the Lafayette Library,
contending that it will mainly benefit walkers and school
children, and that commuters will be slowed and thus suffer.

The City Council is weighing the advantages and disadvan-
tages of this project, seeking a balance between competing
factors. As a means of gathering input, the Council has sched-
uled a public workshop for Saturday, May 6, 2000, at 9:00 am

and invites all interested
parties to attend and
voice their opinions. The
meeting will be held at
the Park Theater (3529
Golden Gate Way). Al-
ternatively, if you cannot
make the meeting but have
opinions about the project,
please let the Council
know what you think
via “snail-”, “voice-”, or
e-mail. See the Vistas
directory (back page) for
addresses.

Improvements
at the Intersection

Inside, you’ll find plans
for the proposed project.
In general, traffic improve-
ments would be made by
adding vehicle “stacking”

capacity at intersections and synchronizing traffic signals to
reduce backups. Converting parallel parking to slant-in spaces
along Golden Gate Way would increase the number of available
parking spots and make them easier to use.

Improvements to the Lafayette Plaza
The centerpiece of the project would be the renovated

Lafayette Plaza. Terraced downward from Mt. Diablo Blvd. to
Plaza Way, reconfigured to a rectangular shape, and doubled
in size, the Plaza would contain architectural features and an
historic town square theme. The irregular, stepped sidewalk
along Plaza Way would be replaced with a ramped boardwalk,
and Plaza Way would become a narrower, one-way street, where
pedestrians comfortably mix with vehicles as they cross from
the park to the storefronts. For special events such as the annual
Art and Wine Festival, Plaza Way would be closed to vehicles
and merged with the Plaza as a large Town Square.

Other improvements included in the project would be a
prominent community events sign, new “Battery Park” street
lamps, and the addition of 97 flowering pear and sycamore trees.
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A Day of Community  
Celebration for One and All

What was once only imagined is now a reality; the 
Grand Opening event for the new Lafayette 
Library and Learning Center will be Saturday, 

November 14 from 9:00am to 5:00pm. Do not miss the 
opportunity to christen this amazing destination with a full 
day of celebration and festivities!

Come check out what’s inside — experience the Living 
Media Wall, browse through the art gallery, take a quiet 
moment in the Glenn Seaborg Garden, find a favorite spot 
on the Adult Reading deck, visit the Community Hall 
and Teen Center and don’t miss the Tech Lab or the new 

Friends Book Room! Docents will be 
available to help you explore and find 
the special areas you’ll want to revisit 
over and over in the years ahead.

You will also have a chance to meet 
all 12 of the Glenn Seaborg Learning 
Consortium partners who will offer 
unique previews only available at the 
Grand Opening. You’ll want to get 
an up close look at the wild creatures 
and raptors that will be in residence 
for the day, watch live performances 
in the amphitheatre, view the theatri-
cal costumes that will be on display, 
make and launch a rocket, or simply 
have someone take your blood pres-
sure — because we know you’ll be 
that excited! Whatever your inter-
ests, the day will provide plenty to 

captivate, enthrall and educate 
everyone in the family.

There will be complimentary 
refreshments along with spe-
cial musical interludes at vari-
ous venues throughout the day. 
A complete program of events 
and activities will be available 
in October. Between now and 
then, if you want to know more 
about this brilliant and dynamic addition to our commu-
nity, please take the time to visit the LL&LC Foundation 
website. See you on Saturday, November 14th! 

Celebrate A Novel Evening

Celebration: a word that conjures images of a festive 
party attended by a joyful crowd. It’s also the theme 
for the long-anticipated opening of the new Lafayette 

Library and Learning Center and Glenn Seaborg Learning 
Consortium. “Celebrate A Novel Evening” is the not-to-be-
missed gala preview party on Saturday evening, November 7.  

SpringLoaf Catering of Lafayette 
will present a tantalizing menu fea-
turing food inspired by classic 
American novels: Sample delectable 
treats at the Huckleberry Finn and 
Cannery Row food stations. Taste 
the best of San Francisco at Tales 
of the City. Relive 
your childhood 

with dishes inspired by Dr. Seuss. Imagine 
Scarlett O’Hara and Rhett Butler as you 
enjoy southern classics. Take an interna-
tional leap with Asian-fusion food inspired 
by the Joy Luck Club. And of course, the 
celebration would not be complete without 
a toast to the spirit of F.Scott Fitzgerald 
with a signature cocktail.

And what’s a celebration without music? 
The evening festivities will include instru-
mental and vocal performances by some of 
our community’s most talented members 
— students from Stanley Middle School, 
Acalanes High School, Campolindo High 
School and Bentley High School. 

Mixx Company, a San Francisco ten-piece 
band, will also perform for two hours in a 
beautiful tent that will span Mt. Diablo Boulevard in front of the 
library. Guests can dance to a wide range of songs, both contem-
porary and classic. 

Have you been dreaming of a vacation to Cabo San Lucas 
or escaping to Carmel for the weekend? How about com-
memorating the event in style with a gorgeous Tiffany & Co. 
diamond celebration ring? These are among the many items 
that will be raffled at the Gala.

Because parking will not be available at the new library that 
evening, guests will be provided with complimentary shuttle 
service from the BART parking lot throughout the evening. 

Gala tickets: $175/person; raffle tickets: $100/ticket. Both 
are available for purchase by visiting the Lafayette Library & 
Learning Center Foundation website.

GRAND OPENING  
of the 

Lafayette Library  
& Learning Center

Saturday,  
November 14th  

9am – 5pm

CELEBRATE A  
NOVEL EVENING 
Gala Preview Party

Saturday,  
November 7th  

6:30pm

Library Grand OpeninG
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A law eliminating redevelopment agencies was upheld by 
the California Supreme Court in December and will, 
over the next fifteen years, redirect about $50M from 

Lafayette to the State of California. The money would have 
been used to further revitalize Mt. Diablo Boulevard and pro-
vide affordable housing. 

The ruling comes after Gov. Jerry Brown signed a pair of 
bills passed by state legislators over the summer. The 
first called for the elimination of redevelopment agencies, 
while the second allowed individual agencies to stay open 
so long as they made “ransom” payments to the state.

The Court found that the second bill was illegal because 
last year’s voter-approved Proposition 22 “expressly for-
bids” the legislature from requiring such payments. But 
the court ruled that the first bill was legal because the leg-
islature has “the authority to create entities, such as rede-
velopment agencies, to carry out the state’s ends and the 
corollary power to dissolve those same entities when the 
Legislature deems it necessary and proper.”

As a result, the funds, assets, and liabilities of the 
Lafayette Redevelopment Agency (LRDA) will be turned 
over to the successor agency charged with winding up the 
affairs of the former RDA. The successor agency will pay off 
existing debts and manage the dissolution. 

Post Mortem: What Did Redevelopment  
Accomplish in Lafayette?

Over its short fifteen year life, the 
Lafayette Redevelopment Agency 
funded the following projects:

n LAFAYETTE TOWN CENTER: 
The LRDA worked with the develop-
ers of Lafayette Town Center to get 
that project, featuring Pizza Antica 
and Panda Express, off the ground. 
By investing $800,000 ($400,000 for 
public improvements; $400,000 for housing for people 
with disabilities) in public funds, the LRDA leveraged 
more than $20M in private development. 

n LAFIESTA SQUARE: The LRDA partnered with 
the Cortese Development Co. for the rehabilitation 
of LaFiesta Square, relieving the developer’s burden 
by paying more than $100,000 for the rebuilding of 
Lafayette Circle. 

n LAFAYETTE PLAZA: To preserve the City’s history 
and beautify the City’s busiest intersection, the LRDA 
spent $800,000 to rebuild Lafayette Plaza. Now the site 

of the City’s annual Rock the Plaza music 
festival, the project has also become the 
City’s most important public gathering 
place. It is a favored site for political ral-
lies, and was the site of the September 
11th Candlelight Vigil, where more than 
2,000 people gathered to remember the 
victims of those terrorist attacks. 

n VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING:  
The LRDA spent $8M to build the new 
Veterans Memorial Building at the west 
end of Mt. Diablo Blvd. This project has 

been universally hailed by the community, and recognized as 
an important tribute to America’s war veterans. 

n LAFAYETTE MERCANTILE: The LRDA stimulated the 
construction of this mixed use project, now 

featuring Yankee Pier restaurant and 
Powell’s Sweet Shoppe, by contributing 
$1.2M which equaled the financial gap 
needed to make the project feasible.

n LAFAYETTE LIBRARY AND 
LEARNING CENTER: The Lafayette 
Redevelopment Agency managed the 

f inancing,  design,  and 
construction of the new 
Lafayet te  L ibrary  and 
Learning Center. This spec-
tacular $50M facility serves 
as the region’s intellectual 
heart, hosting speakers 
from the Commonwealth 
Club, the Oakland Zoo, 
the California Shakespeare 
Festival, and many mem-
bers of the Glenn Seaborg 
Learning Consortium. 

state Kills RedeVelopment
Lafayette to Unwind Economic Development Effort
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Vistas Twentieth Anniversary Article

Twenty years ago, the Lafayette Vistas quarterly munici-
pal newsletter was born. This issue of the Vistas cele-
brates our two-decade anniversary with a look back 

at the development of the newsletter, an “inside” look at the 
Vistas, and a review of some of the items that were newswor-
thy enough to make Vistas headlines. 

A Bad First Attempt
Lafayette took its first stab at a municipal newsletter in 

October, 1991. At the time, the city council was facing two 
significant policy issues. The first — how parklands should be 
funded and developed in Lafayette — had led the council to 
create a Blue Ribbon Task Force. The second item — how to 
spend up to $19 million in regional transportation money — 
was making political waves among the Lamorinda cities. While 
both issues were controversial, many local residents weren’t 
well informed about them, and the press wasn’t providing 
much coverage.

To address the situation, the council decided that a munici-
pal newsletter should be published and sent to all residents. 
The original and still-guiding purpose for the newsletter was 
to provide an in-depth introduction to matters facing the 
City and to invite people to participate in the public decision 

making process. Staff, lacking any 
magazine design experience, pro-
duced the first issue and the result 
was, well, amateurish. After recov-
ering from our embarrassment, we 
went searching for a competent 
professional to design and man-
age the Vistas, and we found Quin 
Coursey. Quin has been the Vistas 
graphic designer, project manager, 
and guiding light since delivering 
her first issue to the post office in 
early spring, 1992. If you enjoy 
receiving and reading the Vistas, 

you reap the benefits of twenty years of Quin’s excellent 
work. She’s a partner and a friend to the City of Lafayette.

Almost all of the articles in Vistas are written by city staff 
members. The exceptions are for those pieces that require 
either special experience or expertise, or demand an arms-
length distance. To avoid any conflict of interest, city coun-
cilmembers do not — and have never once — participated in 
writing, editing, or putting the newsletter together. The first 
time they see the new issue of the Vistas is, just like you, when 
they pull it out of their mailboxes.

In fact, in a move to eliminate the use of municipal news-
letters as a tool for furthering an incumbent’s advantage, 
California law prohibits the mere mention of councilmembers’ 
names in newsletter articles that are funded by taxpayer dol-
lars. The law does allow us to provide a directory of city per-
sonnel, including city councilmembers, and we do so on the 
back page of each issue.

Our First Real Issue and Beyond
As we were recovering from our first attempt, the Oakland 

hills caught fire. Many of our residents called, particularly 
those living in wooded areas, asking for suggestions regarding 
how to prevent such an occurrence in Lafayette. Thus, the first 
cover article of the first Vistas was, “The Burning Question:  
How can local residents avert a Lafayette firestorm?”

Since that time, Vistas covers and articles have alternated 
between providing hard news, community color, background 
information, and a sense for the city’s history. 

The news that we’ve covered has included articles devoted 
to major development projects including Town Center, the 
Oakwood Athletic Club, LaFiesta Square, and the Lafayette 
Mercantile. We also provided in-depth coverage on big munici-
pal projects including the redevelopment of Buckeye Fields, 
the Veterans Memorial Building and, of course, the design, 
fundraising, and construction of the new Lafayette Library and 
Learning Center.

We’ve covered the different flavors of the community, 
with spotlights on the Lafayette Community Foundation, Las 
Trampas and Futures Explored, and the arrival of classical 
music to Lafayette via the Gold Coast Chamber Players.

To provide insight to the inner workings of the munici-
pal government, we’ve run a series of “Gov. 101” articles 
describing the local land use planning process, the clean water  
program, and chronicling the vicissitudes of the State and 
municipal budget. Over the years we’ve delivered primer after 
primer on the city’s redevelopment agency, culminating in last 
winter’s issue entitled “State Kills Redevelopment.”  

And, with the help of the Lafayette Historical Society, we’ve 
run several articles describing a Lafayette from a different time. 
The “historic snapshots” column is one of our favorites, and 
we’ve occasionally covered a wide variety of historic topics, 
including “Who Was Lafayette”, “Elam Brown Arrives”, and 
the development of the Lafayette Reservoir.

On a half dozen occasions during the life of the Vistas, the 
City Council has placed tax measures before the voters and, in 
those instances, we’ve paid a little bit extra to print, in red ink, 
a “Special Edition” logo across the masthead at the top of the 
newsletter. We’d like to think that these issues have become 
collector’s items, but a quick check of EBay suggests that the 
secondary market for these issues has yet to develop.

What’s Worked, What Hasn’t
Part of the challenge with Vistas is keeping it relevant and 

timely. Our design-to-delivery timeline is generally six to eight 
weeks, so we’re not in the position — like newspapers — to 
deliver the most up to date news. We do, however, try to keep 
important issues on the face of the Vistas, thus making it rel-
evant to our readers’ lives.

Interestingly, the issue of the newsletter that generated more 
phone calls and email than any other — by a wide margin — 
was the one we published way back in summer, 2000. The 
cover article, “Lets Keep These Secrets” was a compendium 
of the city staff’s favorite, but secret, things about Lafayette. 
They included the Reservoir rim trail, the Brook Street Tot Lot, 
and a fresh, hot glazed from Johnny’s Donuts. We learned from 
that issue that Lafayette residents are an opinionated but not 
very secretive bunch, when dozens of people fired off emails 
detailing their secret Lafayette places. In a follow up issue we 
listed many of those new secrets for all to enjoy. Perhaps we’ll 
do that again soon.

Keeping and staying fresh is our constant, but fun, chal-
lenge. If you have any suggestions regarding themes, articles, 
or how we might otherwise improve the newsletter, please 
forward them to Vistas Editor, Tracy Robinson, at trobinson@
lovelafayette.org.



In February of 2011, the City of Lafayette set a goal of reaching a 
75% waste diversion rate through a collaborative effort working with 
Sustainable Lafayette, the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, and the 

Lafayette School District. The waste diversion rate is the percentage of a 
waste stream that is diverted away from the landfill to recycling, and is 
based on weight; currently Lafayette diverts around 60% of its waste. By 
working closely with community partners the city hopes to become the 
first city in Contra Costa County to achieve a waste diversion rate of 75%. 

Sustainable Lafayette spearheaded the effort this past sum-
mer by sponsoring a summer internship to study where our 
waste comes from and where it goes. Since the study, several 
community groups have started taking steps to help the city 
achieve its goal. The Chamber started a Business Recycling 
Initiative; the School District is working hard on lunch recy-
cling; and Sustainable Lafayette recently formed a Waste 
Diversion Committee that partnered with the City of Lafayette 
Parks & Rec. Dept. to provide recycling containers and labels 
for the Lafayette Community Center. CalRecycle, the State’s 
waste management and diversion agency, is providing partial grant fund-
ing for the recycling containers and signage for this purpose. In addition, 

Sustainable Lafayette is working on a new campaign 
to educate the community, tentatively called 

Love Lafayette, Love Recycling.  
Efforts can be made across the city and 

in every household; over 80% of what the 
average person throws away could 
be recycled or composted. Therefore, 

daily decisions made by each individual 
can help the city achieve its goal. Recycle 
everything that can be recycled, partici-
pate in the food scrap program, compost, 

and support local businesses that do recycle. 
For more information on what you can do  

to help please visit wastediversion.org or 
sustainablelafayette.org.

GarbaGe Facts
n  The average American office worker uses about 500 disposable cups 

every year. 
n  Every year, Americans throw away enough paper and plastic cups, 

forks, and spoons to circle the equator 300 times.
n  Americans use approximately 1 billion shopping bags annually, creat-

ing 300,000 tons of landfill waste.
n  It has been estimated that recycling, re-use, and composting create six 

to ten times as many jobs as waste incineration and landfills. 
n  The estimated 2.6 billion holiday cards sold each year in 

the U.S. could fill a football field 10 stories high.
n  The recycling rate of 32.5 percent in 2006 saved the 

carbon emission equivalent of taking 39.4 million cars 
off the road, and the energy equivalent of 6.8 million 
households’ annual energy consumption, or 222.1 mil-
lion barrels of oil. 

n  The energy saved by recycling one glass bottle can light 
a 100-watt light bulb for four hours or run a computer 
for 30 minutes.

Source: www.cleanair.org

Green Awards  
of Environmental 

Excellence

The annual Lafayette Green Awards recog-
nize outstanding efforts that have contrib-
ute to a more sustainable community and 

helped the city achieve its environmental goals. 
This year’s winners were announced on Earth 
Day, and include:  

n Gint Federas: “Going green 
is a process, not a single event.” 
Gint Federas has embodied 
this concept in his home by 
undertaking a number of green 
practices, including: replac-
ing all indoor and outdoor 
lighting with energy-efficient 
bulbs; installing solar pan-
els; replacing the pool pump; 
installing a tankless water 

heater; composting in a worm farm; and 
insulating and weather-stripping. 

n Lafayette School District Green Team: 
The District Green Team conducted energy, 
water, and waste audits across all campus-
es and began implementing upgrades that 
are saving over $75,000 per year, including 
replacing all gym lights; replacing windows; 
installing water-saving devices; implementing 
a lunch recycling program; and creating a new 
District energy policy. 

n Clocks, Etc.: This Green business strives to 
be an active example of what businesses can 
do to reduce waste, including recycling paper, 
shipping materials, glass, plastic and cans; 
offering a new line of green lighting fixtures; 
and using recyclable plastic bubble wrap. 

n ECOlunchboxes.com: Sandra Harris, a 
Lafayette mom who wanted sustainable and 
non-toxic lunchware for her children, found-
ed this company in 2008. The products are 
plastic-free, waste-free, vinyl-free, PVC-free, 
sweatshop-free, lead-free, and generally free of 
all toxins. 

n Ecohouse Design Team: The goal of Karen 
Maggio’s Ecohouse project was to take an 

original 1950s California 
ranch house and convert 
it into a sustainable house 
for the future. A blog was 
created to track the prog-
ress of the project, and 
act as a learning tool for 
others who are interest-
ed in doing something 
similar. The first PG&E 
bill was only $50!

loVe lafayette,  
loVe recycliNg!

Variable Speed Pool Pump

saves up to 75 percent on  

a pool’s energy costs

Karen Maggio’s Ecohouse

operable windows for passive  

heating and cooling



New Police chief for lafayette

The City is pleased to announce the 
arrival of Lt. Eric Christensen of the 
Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Office, 

who has been chosen to serve as Lafayette’s 
next Police Chief. Christensen replaces Mike 
Hubbard, who retired after five years in 
Lafayette and more than twenty-five years with 
the Sheriff’s Department. Lt. Christensen is 
particularly well-qualified for the position. He 
holds a BS in Criminal Justice Administration 
from Cal State Hayward, spent three years in 
the U.S. Army, and seventeen in the Army 
Reserve. He joined the Contra Costa Sheriff in 
1991, and now has twenty years of local law 
enforcement under his belt. His service has 
included stints as a patrol deputy and detective 
for the San Ramon Police Department; patrol supervisor in Oakley; and manager of 
the Department Emergency Services Support Unit. During his time in the Sheriff’s 
office, Lt. Christensen has won several Sheriff’s Office awards, including the Custody 
Services Officer of the Year (1997) and Deputy of the Year (1999). With his exten-
sive background in local law enforcement in suburban communities, Lt. Christensen 
is well-qualified to serve Lafayette. Given Lafayette’s potential for catastrophic wild-
land fires, mudslides, earthquakes, and flooding, Christensen’s experience in the 
Emergency Services Support Unit could be valuable to the community, although we 
hope to never have to draw on it! We’re fortunate to have him on our team. 

If you see him on the street, please give Lt. Eric Christensen a warm welcome.
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city Directory
For Council Members call: 284-1968

Council Members  
Carol Federighi  Mayor
Mike Anderson Vice Mayor
Brandt Andersson  Council Member 
Carl Anduri Council Member
don tatzin Council Member  

Messages to all Council Members: 
cityhall@lovelafayette.org

Administration
General Reception and  284-1968
Steven Falk, City Manager  Fax: 284-3169
tracy robinson, Admin. srv. dir. 299-3227
Gonzalo silva, Financial srv. Mgr. 299-3213
Joanne robbins, City Clerk 299-3210

Community Development
tony Coe, Engineering srv. Mgr. 284-1951
Niroop srivatsa, Planning srv. Mgr. 284-1976
ron Lefler, Public Works srv. Mgr. 299-3214

P.W. Hotline (to report problems) 299-3259
If you observe illegal dumping in creeks & storm 
drains or accidental spills on roads, call Contra 
Costa Hazardous Materials Division 646-2286.

Lamorinda School Bus Program
Juliet Hansen, Program Mgr. 299-3216
 Or 299-3215

Parks, Trails and Recreation 284-2232
Jennifer russell, director
senior services 284-5050

Police Services
Emergency: 24 Hours  911
Police dispatch: 24 Hours 284-5010
Police Business Office:  283-3680

Anonymous Tipline, Traffic Enforcement, 
Suggestions & LEARN (Laf. Emergency Action 

Response Network), 299-3230

Fax 284-3169
Address 3675 Mt. Diablo Blvd. #210 
 Lafayette, CA 94549
Website  www.ci.lafayette.ca.us 

E-MAIL: Council/staff members can be 
reached via e-mail using this address format:
First Initial + Last Name @lovelafayette.org
Example: SFalk@lovelafayette.org

Want more City news online? Subscribe to the  
City Manager’s Weekly Summary by sending 

an email to sfalk@lovelafayette.org

arouND towN
• DANCING IN thE PLAzA • 

6/15: 50’s Sock Hop with vintage cars and the Malt Shop will be open.
6/22: Square Dancing with World Famous, Modern Square Dance Caller, 

Eric Henerlau.
6/29: Friday Night Fever – just like the pop, rock, disco party you went to 

in the 70’s. 

• MOVIES IN thE PLAzA • 

7/6: Field of Dreams
7/13: Jaws
7/20: The Muppets
7/27: Iron Man

• ROCk thE PLAzA •

Bands TBA, check the Chamber website at www.lafayettechamber.org

• RECREAtION SuMMER DAy CAMPS • 
Go to www.lafayetterec.org or call 925-284-2232 for more info.

Fridays in June

Fridays in July

Fridays in Aug


