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~ Life in LAMORI

Poetry for the Ages connects generations
By Elaine Borden Chandler

Town Hall Theatre’s
Managing Director Den-
nis Markham knew what
Lamorinda seniors
wanted. Town Hall The-
atre (THT) had done re-
search that showed that
they wanted midday arts
programs on weekdays,
when they were free and
had access to parking.
However, the research
had been done shortly
before Covid, and the
pandemic had stopped
THT from implementing
it.

About a year ago,
Markham reached out to

Saint Mary's College MFA candidate and Lafayette resident Harleen Gahlla

before their presenta-
tions.

The first poet was
Elise Dirlam Ching, who
read selections from her
book “Riding the Mid-
night Wing” and two
haiku which dealt with
her cancer journey.
“Haiku has really been a
support and refuge for
me,” she said. “It brings
you into the here and
now. Rather than a fight
with my body, my cancer
journey felt more like an
adventure that had g
things to teach me.”

Damneet Kaur, a

reads her poetry to the crowd.

Lafayette’s Public Art Li-
aison, Jenny Rosen. She,
in turn, reached out to
Elana O’Loskey of the
Lamorinda Arts Council.
Together, they created
the Poetry for the Ages, a
midday poetry reading
of local artists aimed at
seniors, which had their
first event in April 2024.
The second Poetry for
Ithe Ages was held on
Oct. 29 with the theme of
spirituality. A crowd of
adults, mostly seniors,
sat at tables placed in
THT's lobby, drinking
free coffee and tea, nib-
bling on cookies, and

Saint Mary’s MFA candi-
date who, as a bingo
night aficionado, said
the event was “her vibe”,
started by teaching the
crowd to snap in ap-
proval. Her selection, in-
cluding poems on the
women of her family
and on the intersection
of Punjabi and Mexican
culture in California,
was inspired by the by
the 2024 Fearless for
Justice March, a march
calling for Congressional
recognition the 1984
Sikh genocide.

Emma Wong, a high
school senior and writer

introduced herself in a
quiet voice that bloomed
into a clear, confident
tone as she read poems
on her relationship with
her mother and anti-
Asian hate. “Words are
such an engine of hope,
and [ think that poetry is
one of the greatest ways
you can do that,” she
said.

Josslyn Grover, a
high school senior, read
her two poems in a mea-
sured, rhythmic voice.
The second poem grap-
pled with Gen Z's rela-
tionship to social media
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and with older genera-
tions. Afterwards,
Agatha-Sue Lee raised
her hand and said, “I
come from the older
generation and we tend
to fall back, and what we
really want to do with
you is reach forward.
Thank you for that op-
portunity.” The crowd
applauded in agreement.
Harleen Gahlla, a
Lafayette resident and
Saint Mary’'s MFA candi-
date, was the final poet
at the reading. She'read
three poems that she
thought both repre-
sented her life and made

it as, “Me being able to
give a bit of myself for
people, and ther being
able to receive it and
understand it and con-
nect with it.” Her second
poem, “Ignorance”, dealt
with little moments of
her life in Lafayette.

The last part of the
show was a presentation
by Susan Goldie, a visnal
artist and fiber artist, on
her splo exhibition “Sil-
ver Linings,” which rep-
resents her journey as
an artist through Covid.
Goldie finds her fashion
and fiber artworks are
planned while her col-
lages and painting are
more Spontaneous.

After the readings, a
raffle was held. To the
amusement of the
crowd, Jenny Rosen in-
formed the winner of the
April Poetry for the Ages
raffle, Trudie Teie, that
she wasn’t allowed to
win — and then
promptly pulled Teie’s
name. Teie graciously
said she did not need the
prize and instead pulled
the name of the official
winner of the day, Karen
Hallady.

Karen Hallady said
that she enjoyed the po-
etry and how different
each poet was. “I grew
up in mining and farm-
ing country, and I'm still
amazed at the depth and
the sophistication of
some of these people,”
said her husband,
Wayne Halladay. Karen
writes poetry, in partic-
ular haiku, and has ap-
plied to read at the next
Poetry for the Ages. As
the event ended, the
couple and Damneet
Kaur sat talking at a:
table, connected by
poetry.

The next Poetry for
the Ages will take place
in April 2025. Details on
the event will be posted
in December at
www.love-
lafayette.org/PublicArt.



