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April 2, 2025

The Honorable Damon Connolly
California State Assembly

1021 O Street, Suite 5240
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1 (Connolly): Residential Property Insurance: Wildfire Risk
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Assembly Member Connolly,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, T am writing to express our support for AB 1 (Connolly),
which requires the Department of Insurance (CDI) to consider whether to update the Safer from
Wildfires regulations to include certain building hardening measures, by January 1, 2030, and
every five years after.

California faces the highest wildfire risk in the nation; in recent years, the state has experienced
an increasing number of devastating wildfires, driven by climate change and exacerbated by over
a century of logging and fire suppression. The widespread destruction caused by these fires has
contributed to a statewide insurance crisis, marked by rising premiums, reduced coverage
availability, and growing instability in the insurance market.

AB 1 is a vital step in strengthening California’s wildfire resilience and safeguarding
communities. By requiring CDI to periodically review and refine building hardening regulations,
this bill ensures the state remains proactive and adaptive in addressing evolving wildfire threats.
With more than two million households located in high or very high fire hazard severity zones,
the need for ongoing assessment and enhancement of mitigation strategies cannot be overstated.
AB 1 will help protect residents, promote safer communities, and support long-term insurance
stability across the state.

Additionally, by requiring the CDI to collaborate with agencies such as the Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection and the Office of Emergency Services, AB 1 promotes a
comprehensive, data-driven approach to identifying and implementing effective building
hardening measures. This inter-agency coordination ensures that regulations are guided by the
latest expertise, research, and best practices in wildfire prevention and response.

Furthermore, AB 1 plays a crucial role in addressing the state’s ongoing insurance crisis by
helping to improve the availability and affordability of insurance coverage for Californians living
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in wildfire-prone areas. By strengthening wildfire resilience through enhanced mitigation
strategies, this measure supports long-term stability.in the insurance market.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette strongly supports AB 1 (Connolly).

Sincerely,
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Mayor
City of Lafayette
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