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April 2, 2025

The Honorable Isaac Bryan
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 5630
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1456 (Bryan): California Environmental Quality Act: Vegetation Fuel
Management Project Exemption
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support, if Amended

Dear Assembly Member Bryan,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, I am writing to express our support, if amended, position for
AB 1456 (Bryan). As introduced, AB 1456 grants an exemption under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for vegetation fuel management projects conducted or
funded by public agencies within areas that are deemed to be Very High Fire Severity Zones.
The City would respectfully request that the bill be amended to include projects that are located
within High Fire Severity Zones.

Under AB 1456, to qualify as an eligible vegetation fuel management project, a project area must
be located within five miles of a structure and within a very high fire hazard severity zone. This
provision is aimed at ensuring that fuel reduction efforts effectively safeguard communities at
the highest risk of catastrophic wildfires. We respectfully urge the inclusion of all high fire
hazard severity zones within AB 1456’s provisions to further strengthen its impact. Currently,
CalFire is in the process of updating the Local Responsibility Area maps of fire severity, and
many areas of the state, such as Lafayette, which have historically been designated as being
located within Very High Fire Severity Zones are being re-designated as High Fire Severity
Zones, even though the fire dangers remain in our community. We believe that the inclusion of
High Fire Severity Zones is consistent with the current intent of AB 1456 and will help facilitate
much needed fuel management projects in areas of the state that have been identified for being at
high risk for wildfire activity.

By granting local governments the flexibility to adopt ordinances that require fuel management,
AB 1456 empowers municipalities to take a proactive and localized approach to wildfire
prevention. This legislation provides the necessary tools to expedite responsible vegetation
management projects that protect both public and private property.
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We appreciate your leadership and commitment to enhancing wildfire prevention efforts. We
strongly urge the inclusion of high fire hazard severity zones within the provisions of AB 1456
and look forward to working together to ensure the safety and resilience of California’s
communities.

Sincerely,

. gusan Candell

Mayor
City of Lafayette
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