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April 2, 2025

The Honorable Blanca Rubio
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 5250
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 259 (Rubio): Open Meetings: Local Agencies: Teleconferences
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Assembly Member Rubio,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, I write to express our support for AB 259 (Rubio), which
indefinitely extends the teleconferencing procedures for the legislative body of a local agency.

With the recent COVID-19 pandemic and the rapid expansion and investment in
teleconferencing procedures, legislative bodies have been able to operate efficiently without
complete in-person attendance due to the existing teleconferencing procedures in place. This
provision allows for members of a legislative body who are experiencing an emergency situation
to participate in meetings without compromising their safety or the safety of others. Emergency
situations such as illness do not follow a timeframe, and this bill allows for maximum
participation in critical community affairs.

Additionally, AB 259 protects public health by ensuring members of a local agency are able to
participate in meetings remotely without exposing other members of the public to illness. By
enabling remote participation in agency meetings, AB 259 protects the well-being of at-risk
individuals and ensures that all community members can participate in local meetings efficiently
and safely. This also aligns with constitutional mandates that uphold public access to government
meetings and records.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette supports AB 259 (Rubio).

Sincerely,

e ; ;usan E'I‘andeli

Mayor
City of Lafayette
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