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June 19, 2024

The Honorable Benjamin Allen
California State Senate

1021 O Street, Suite 6610
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 867 (Allen): Drought, Flood, and Water Resilience, Wildfire and Forest
Resilience, Coastal Resilience, Extreme Heat Mitigation, Biodiversity and Nature-
Based Climate Solutions, Climate Smart Agriculture, Park Creation and Outdoor
Access, and Clean Energy Bond Act of 2024.

City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Senator Allen,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | write in support of Senate Bill 867 (Allen), which will place a
climate resilience general obligation bond before the voters on the November General Election
ballot.

California's Fourth Climate Change Assessment found that the costs to adapt to the impacts of
climate change will be incredibly high. Specifically, the report found it could soon cost Californians
$200 million a year in increased energy bills to keep homes air conditioned; $3 billion from the
effects of a long drought on agriculture; and, $18 billion to replace buildings inundated by rising
seas. It also underscored the loss of life from heat waves, which could add more than 11,000
heat-related deaths a year by 2050 in California and carry an estimated $50 billion annual price
tag. Investing in GHG emissions reductions and climate resiliency is critical to protecting public
health and the environment for current and future Californians.

We understand there continue to be ongoing negotiations surrounding the specific details of a
bond that would be placed before the voters. To that end, the City would encourage you to focus
on the key areas of: wildfire and extreme heat preparedness; parks and outdoor access; and,
water quality, drought and flood preparedness. We believe that these broad areas will provide
the greatest return statewide, by making funding available to help mitigate extreme weather
events, provide outdoor and recreational opportunities, and by ensuring a stable supply of quality
drinking water.

With California already experiencing the effects of climate change across the State, long-term
investments continue to be crucial to increasing the sustainability of communities and resiliency
of our natural environment. California Cities recognize the State’s climate goals and seek to
advance and implement successful local programs. SB 867 will provide much-needed capital
investments to support local jurisdictions implement projects that will protect our State's
environment and communities from the impacts of climate change.

3675 Mount Diablo Boulevard, Suite 210, Lafayette, CA 94549
Phone: 925.284.1968 www.ci.lafayette.ca.us



For these reasons, the City of Lafayette proudly supports SB 867 and is grateful for your
leadership.

Sincerely,

%DMH PW“

Mayor
City of Lafayette

CC: Senator Glazer
Assembly Member Bauer-Kahan
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