City Council

Gina Dawson, Mayor
: Wei-Tai Kwok, Vice Mayor
/ Carl Anduri,.Council Member

Susan Candell, Council Member

LAFAYETTE John McCormick, Council Member

SETTLED 1348 === INCORPORATED 1563

August 15, 2024

The Honorable Henry Stern
California State Senate
1021 O Street, Room 7710
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 1509 (Stern): Negligent Operator Treatment (NOT) in California Act
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Senator Stern,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | write tc express our support for SB 1509 {Stern), which seeks to protect
pedestrians and limit vehicle accidents.

California continues to face a traffic safety crisis on its roads, as speeding and aggressive driving continue to be
substantial safety concerns. From 2013 to 2022, California had the most pedestrian deaths in the nation, with 9,415
lives lost due to traffic violence. In 2023, there were 8,843 bicyclist deaths and injuries resulting from motor vehicle
collisions. In the first quarter of 2024, prefiminary data from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
revealed that traffic fatalities in California increased by 5% while the national rate declined by 3.2%.

To curb excessive speeding, SB 1509 creates a new offense of “excessively speeding”. Excessive speeding is defined
as when a person drives at a speed that exceeds the posted speed limit by 26 miles per hour {(MPH) or more, on a *
highway with a posted speed limit for passenger vehicles of 55 MPH or less. These roads include, but are not limited
to, school zones, residential streets, business.districts, construction zones, and roads near senior citizen facilities.

Taking effect on January 1, 2027, if ‘a person found guilty of excessively speeding, they will be cornmitting an
infraction that can be punishable by the-foliowing fines: (1) $100 for a first offense, (2) not more than $200 for a
second offense occurring within one year of a prior infraction that resulted in a conviction, and (3) not more than
$250 for a third or subsequent offense octurring within ane year of two or more prior offenses that resulted in’
convictions. Additionally, SB 1509 specifies that a violation point shall be given for a first conviction, and two violation
points shall be given for a second of subsequent conviction where the offense occurred within 36 months after
another violation, for which the driver was convicted.

SB 1509 sends a clear message about the seriousness of speeding and the consequences of endangering oneseif,
pedestrians, bicyclist, and all other road users, and.aims to keep our communities safe.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette supports SB 1509.

Sincerely,

Vi MPﬂ/wévh

na Dawson, Mayor

Cc: Senator Glazer
Assemblymember Bauer-Kahan
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