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May 14, 2024

The Honorable Scott Wiener
California State Senate

1021 O Street, Room 8620
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: SB 1031 (Wiener): San Francisco Bay Area: Local Revenue Measure: Transportation Improvements
City of Lafayette — General Comments

Dear Senator Wiener,

| write on behalf of the City of Lafayette to provide general comments regarding SB 1031 (Wiener). This
measure enacts the Connect Bay Area Act, which authorizes the Metropolitan Transportation Commission
{MTC) to impose specified taxes to fund transportation improvements in the San Francisco Bay Area.

The City recognizes the importance of ensuring that there is adequate funding to support the public transit
and local transportation needs in the Bay Area. It is vital that we invest the development, maintenance, and
expansion of transportation options to ensure that residents, workers, and visitors have adequate
infrastructure to facilitate easy movement to their desired destination.

Given the level of investment that Bay Area residents will be asked to make as part of a regional
transportation measure, we believe that the Legislature should work to incorporate the diverse needs of
communities throughout the region as SB 1031 moves through the legislative process. The City of Lafayette
would ask you to consider the following city priorities:

e Return to Source — Since communities throughout the Bay Area will be asked to invest in the transit
and transportation service and infrastructure through a regional measure, we believe it is vital that
their investments result in tangible benefits to their local community. SB 1031 currently contains
provisions to ensure that 70% of funding returns to the county in which it was generated. The City
would request that you consider increasing this percentage to help ensure that key transit and
transportation investments occur in all communities.

e Flexibility for investments — Different communities in the Bay Area have different transit and
transportation needs. The City would ask that SB 1031 remain flexible in how proceeds from a
regional measure are utilized, so that communities can make the local investments that reflect the
needs of residents, visitors, and businesses. Whether a community relies on public transit, including
BART, other rail service, bus service, and micro-transit service, needs improvements to local
thoroughfares, or needs to ensure safe streets for bicyclists and pedestrians, we believe that SB
1031 should be flexibie enough to allow local communities to meet their individual needs.
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As it relates to local needs, the City of Lafayette has many local transit and transportation needs that we
would like to advance with the assistance of a regionial transportation measure. These priorities include:

1. A pedestrian and bicycle pathway on the EBMUD aqueduct right-of-way in downtown Lafayette,
connecting downtown residents and businesses to BART.

2. The expansion of the Lamorinda School Bus program to cover more schools.

3. The expansion of services routes and greater frequency of buses operated by the Contra Costa
County Transit Authority.

4. Improvements to the Mt. Diablo Blvd. corridor in downtown Lafayette to accommodate the
increased number of housing units planned for the downtown.

Lastly, as it pertains to the provisions of SB 1031 relating to the assessment of consolidation, the City would
encourage the Legislature to view this issue from the lens of making it easier for transit users to move
throughout the Bay Area, utilizing multiple modes of transit, as conveniently as possible. In order to achieve
this goal, some level of consolidation may be necessary, but it should not be assumed that simply by
consolidating local agencies, that the seamless integration of services will occur naturally. The City believes
that instead of asking CalSTA to weigh the benefits and feasibility of consolidation among Bay Area transit
agencies, that CalSTA should be asked to analyze and provide recommendations on how to best integrate
the services offered by Bay Area transit agencies so thet it is easier for transit riders to move throughout
the Bay Area. It is possible that consolidation may be an element that would help achieve this goal, but it is
also possible that the same goal could be achieved through coordination of existing entities without having
to go through a lengthy LAFCO process to determine which agencies should be consolidated and how future
governance should be structured, as those processes by themseives, will not provide tangible improvements
to those that rely on public transit to navigate through the Bay Area.

The City of Lafayette appreciates your efforts to help establish the framework for a regional transportation
measure that can be submitted to Bay Area voters for consideration in 2026. As SB 1031 moves forward,
we encourage you to work with diverse stakeholders to ensure that the diverse needs of all Bay Area
communities are reflected so that there is broad regional support for the measure that will ultimately be
placed before voters.

Thank you for your consideration of the City of Lafayette’s comments. If you have any questions, or need
additional information, please reach out to our City Manager, Nircop Srivatsa, at (925) 299-3206, for
assistance.

Sincerely,
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Mayor
City of Lafayette

Cc: Senator Glazer
Assembly Member Bauer-Kahan
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