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May 14, 2024

The Honorable Marc Berman
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Room 8130
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 3209 (Berman): Crimes: Theft: Retail Theft Restraining Orders
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Assembly Member Berman,

I write on behalf of the City of Lafayette to express our support for AB 3209 (Berman). This measure allows
a court to issue an order prohibiting individuals convicted of certain offenses from being present on the
grounds of, or any parking lot adjacent to, a retail establishment and any other retail establishments in
that chain or franchise and provides that a violation of the order would be punishable as a misdemeanor.

Retail theft continues to be a problem in nearly all California communities. For example, commercial
burglary is at the highest rate since 2008. According to the Public Policy Institute of California, commercial
burglary increased statewide since 2020, especially in larger counties with an increase of 13% among 14
of the 15 largest counties. Rising theft is impacting every corner of California, and city officials need
additional tools to reduce crime and improve the safety of their neighborhoods. There are crucial reforms
needed to ensure that both apprehension rates of offenders improve and that those apprehended for
more serious theft offenses meet meaningful consequences. The provision in AB 3209 that allows
businesses to obtain civil restraining order against repeat offenders empowers businesses to protect
themselves by deterring potential thieves from engaging in criminal activities; and provides law
enforcement with valuable tools to address repeat offenders, disrupt organized retail crime networks,
and enhance public safety.

Widespread retail crime is not only bad for business and a source of shopper inconvenience —it is an issue
of safety for workers and business owners, as well as an issue of the public’s perception of safety. AB 3209
contains crucial elements to aid law enforcement to keep our communities and businesses safe.

For these reasons the City of Lafayette supports AB 3209.

Sincerely,
Wk, O\/{ %h
Gina Dawson

Mayor
City of Lafayette
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