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May 14, 2024

The Honorable Juan Carrillo
California State Capitol
1021 O Street, Suite 4320
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 2485 (Carrillo) Regional housing need: determination.
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Assembly Member Carrillo,

| write on behalf of the City of Lafayette to express our support for AB 2485 (Carrillo), which seeks to
enhance transparency in the Department of Housing and Community Development’s (HCD) regional
housing needs calculation process by creating an advisory panel and requiring the publication of
methodologies used on HCD’s website.

Housing affordability remains a pressing challenge across the State, with many communities facing an
acute shortage of housing supply. It is essential to have robust mechanisms for determining regional
housing needs that are grounded in accurate data and informed analysis.

AB 2485 aims for transparency in the RHNA determination process by providing Council of Governments
{(COGs), housing stakeholders, members of the public, and all interested parties with information on the
data sources, analyses, and calculation methods used by HCD. This measure establishes a formal review
process by creating an expert panel to advise HCD on its assumptions, data, and analyses prior to a final
RHNA determination. By requiring HCD to publish data sources and engage in consultation with local

governments, AB 2485 empowers cities to participate meaningfully in the housing planning process and
ensure that regional housing needs assessments reflect the realities and priorities of local communities.

AB 2485 will increase local government stakeholder engagement on the RHNA allocations for future
cycles of the housing element revision process. This in turn will increase transparency and ensure that
HCD is responsible for its methodologies in assessing regional housing needs allocations.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette is pleased to support AB 2485.

Sincerely,

i (1. Dowtn

Gina Dawson
Mayor
City of Lafayette
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