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September 5, 2024

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
State of California Governor
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 2243 (Wicks) Housing Development Projects: Objective Standards: Affordability and Site
Criteria.
City of Lafayette — Request for Veto

Dear Governor Newsom,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, we respectfully request your veto on AB 2243 (Wicks). AB 2243
expands and modifies provisions of the Affordable Housing and High Road Jobs Act of 2022, which has
yet to be fully implemented.

AB 2011 (Wicks), signed into law in 2022, requires cities to ministerially approve, without condition or
discretion, certain affordable housing and mixed-use housing developments in zones where office,
retail, or parking are a principally permitted use. Regardless of any inconsistency with a local
government's general plan, specific plan, zoning ordinance, or regulation. AB 2243 expands these above
provisions and requires cities to allow by-right developments that: 1) convert office buildings that are at
least 50,000 square feet into housing units, even if the site is not located along a major commercial
corridor, 2) occur in "regional malls" that exceed 20 acres, but no more than 100 acres, and 3) occur in
areas within 500 feet of a freeway.

The expansion of provisions proposed in AB 2243 will impact hundreds of thousands of parcels
throughout the state, none of which were zoned for housing as part of the local housing element
process. While many of these parcels may be appropriate for housing, a blanket streamlining of all
parcels, without additional consideration of local factors, may result in projects that are at odds with
local development strategies.
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Local governments need the time and space to implement the dozens of new housing laws that have
been passed in recent years, as they are still actively working to update their required housing element.
Before making changes to current law, lawmakers and the State should partner with cities to ensure
that they have the necessary tools and technical assistance to develop housing plans that work in each
unique community.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette respectfully requests your veto on AB 2243.

Sincerely,

e (M. Damsan

ina Dawson, Mayor
City of Lafayette
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