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September 5, 2024

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
State of California Governor
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1893 (Wicks) Housing Accountability Act: Housing Disapprovals.
City of Lafayette — Request for Veto

Dear Governor Newsom,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | write to regretfully express our opposition on AB 1893 (Wicks),
which amends the Housing Accountability Act (HAA) to revise the standards a housing development
project must meet in order to qualify for the “Builder’s Remedy,” which authorizes projects to bypass
local development standards in jurisdictions that fail to adopt a substantially compliant housing
element.

We appreciate your desire to limit the application of “builder’s remedy” projects by restricting where
these projects can occur, limiting density, and allowing the use of objective development standards in
some circumstances. However, we strongly believe less focus should be on what happens if we do not
adopt a housing element that substantially complies with the law, and more time and attention should
be focused on how the state can partner with us and ensure that all jurisdictions come into compliance.

Cities have worked diligently with the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) to
draft housing plans that accommodate their fair share of housing at all income levels. These complex
plans can take years to develop and involve extensive feedback from HCD. This feedback often lacks
clear direction regarding actions needed for a city to come into compliance

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette respectfully asks for your veto on AB 1893.
Sincerely,

i . Davirn

Gina Dawson, Mayor
City of Lafayette
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