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May 14, 2024

The Honorable Kevin McCarty
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 5610
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1794 (McCarty): Crimes: Larceny
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Assembly Member McCarty,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | write to express our support for AB 1794 (McCarty). This measure
clarifies the standard for aggregating multiple thefts to charge grand theft, and establishes CAL-Fast Pass
Program, authorizing district attorney’s offices to operate a program allowing retailers to submit details
of alleged retail theft directly to the district attorney through an online portal to determine whether to
further investigate and file charges.

Retail theft continues to be a problem in nearly all California communities. For example, commercial
burglary is at the highest rate since 2008. According to the Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC),
commercial burglary increased statewide sirrce 2020, especially in farger counties with an increase of 13%
among 14 of the 15 largest counties. To address rising theft, city officials need additional tools to reduce
crime and improve the safety of their neighborhoods.

It has become common for offenders to try to avoid higher charges, such as grand theft, by stealing small
amounts of items they know are under $950 across several retail businesses. Cyrrent law provides that
multiple thefts can be aggregated to one charge if these incidents can be proven to be “one intention,
one general impulse, and one plan.” Unfortunately, this law is limited in scope and the City strongly
believes it needs strengthening. AB 1794 clarifies that offenses which may be aggregated to establish
grand that include takings from multiple places or multiple victims, and specifies that circumstantial
evidence may be used to determine if multiple takings are committed pursuant to intent, impulse or plan.

Last fall, Yolo County District Attorney (DA) leff Reisig established the Yolo County “FastPass to
Prosecution” Program, which is intended to speed up shopiifting investigations by allowing retailers to
communicate directly with the district attorney’s office. !t is known as “Fast Pass”, because the program
eliminates a report of shoplifting te police, who would then submit investigative reports to the district
attorney’s office to determine whether to file charges. Instead, retailers submit the details of an alleged
shoplifting directly to the district attorney’s office online to determine if further investigation is necessary
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and what criminal charges to file. The Yolo County DA’s office has reported that since the implementation
of this program, they have filed criminal cases against 49 suspects, including dozens of felony cases (60%),
with total losses exceeding $100,000. The 49 individuals combined had over 134 previous theft
convictions, and 93% of all the offenders had previous arrests including theft, burglary, robbery, violent
assaults, and family violence, the county noted that first time offenders are not generally part of their
FastPass program. The provisions in AB 1794 establish the CAL-Fast Pass Program, potentially bringing
Statewide success, such as shown in Yolo County by creating a streamlined reporting and prosecution
process for retail theft crimes.

For these reasons, the City Lafayette supports AB 1794.

Sincerely,

@vi?«x (M Damgan
Gina Dawson

Mayor
City of Lafayette

Cc: Senator Glazer
Assembly Member Bauer-Kahan
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