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June 16, 2023

The Honorable Buffy Wicks
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 4240
Sacramento CA 95814

RE: AB 1657 (Wicks) The Affordable Housing Bond Act of 2024
City of Lafayette - Support in Concept-

Dear Assembly Member Wicks,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, I am writing to express our support in concept of your AB
1657, which will place a $10 billion housing bond on the March 5, 2024 primary ballot to fund
production of affordable housing and supportive housing. AB 1657 will fund the state’s
affordable housing programs, including, affordable rental housing for lower income families,
homeownership opportunities, and supportive housing for people experiencing homelessness.

According to the 2022 Statewide Housing Plan, o meet California’s unmet housing needs,
the state needs an additional 2.5 million housing units, including 1.2 million for lower-income
households. AB 1657 authorizes $10 billion in general obligation bond funds to support the
construction, rehabilitation, and preservation of affordable housing and permanent supportive
housing. AB 1657 will fund programs that build affordable housing for lower income families,
supportive housing for people experiencing homelessness, farmworker housing, tribal

“housing, homeownership opportunities, and preservation of existing affordable housing.

Over 173,000 people experience homelessness on any given night in the state. Supportive
housing, affordable housing with services, is a solution to homelessness. State funding for
supportive housing through No Place Like Home and MHP has been exhausted. The City
appreciates the willingness of the state to invest resources into these areas.

While we understand that there are multiple bills moving through the Legislature that would seek
to place measures on the ballot to assist with home construction and homeownership, the City
would ask that you consider the following clements as these bills are further considered:

o Ensure that funds to help individuals become homeowners is targeted at those most in
need. Given limited resources, We believe that it would be most effective for
homeownership assistance, and any other direct assistance, to be provided to those in
most need, such as those below 100% AMI, as in the case with other state-level
assistance programs.
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e We would encourage the Legislature to make funding available to a broad range of
projects throughout the state, as the state’s housing shortage is not just limited to urban
areas, or those areas near public transit. Funding should also be available for areas that
may already be built out, and therefore rehabilitation, or other infill projects, may be a
preferred solution to increasing the levels of available housing. Whereas other areas of
the state may have cheaper, abundant space suitable for the development of single-
family homes. Providing local governments with resources that are flexible enough to
help facilitate the development that is most appropriate for that community will result in
additional housing units being built on a quicker scale rather than providing funding that
only works for specific types of housing.

The City of Lafayette truly appreciates your efforts to help end the housing crisis in California.
As your bill, and others, move forward we would encourage you to work to make sure that funding
is available for a broad range of projects and that homeownership assistance is targeted at those
that need it most. It is for these reasons that the City of Lafayette is pleased to support, in
concept, your AB 1657. ‘

Sincerely,

arl Anduri
Mayor, City of Lafayette

Cc: Assembly Member Bauer Kahan
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