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July 25, 2023

The Honorable Jacqui lrwin
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 6220
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:  AB 531 (Irwin): The Behavioral Health Infrastructure Bond Act of 2023.
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Assembly Member lrwin:

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | am writing to express our support for AB 531 (Irwin), which
enacts the Behavioral Health Infrastructure Bond Act of 2023 and would place a $4.68 billion
bond authorization before voters at the March, 2024 statewide primary election to fund
behavioral health infrastructure.

AB 531 provides an impactful reform to the State’s behavioral health care continuum. It is long
overdue that we modernize our approach to serving our fellow Californians who are most in
need of the mental health care they deserve - those with serious mental illnesses, experiencing
or at risk of homelessness, and veterans who spend their nights on the streets. AB 531 provides
a multi-billion-doliar bond for the construction, acquisition, and rehabilitation of unlocked,
voluntary, and community-based residential care settings.

One of the primary contributing factors to the State’s homelessness crisis is the lack of
accessible housing. We are supportive of additional resources dedicated to the construction and
funding of supportive programs to exit people off of the streets. However, we respectfully
request that these housing solutions take into account the careful planning and resources we
have dedicated to mitigating our local homelessness crisis.

Currently, the State lacks resources to meet the behavioral health demands of all three main
levels of care. These range from acute needs which require highly structured, around the clock
medical supervision to stabilize patients that are capable or harming themselves or others to
community residential needs, which can be met via non-hospital formats that aid in achieving
interpersonal and independent living skills, and finally sub-acute needs, which require inpatient
care with slightly less monitoring.
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AB 531 ensures Californians can access critical behavioral health services and find the type of
housing for their needs in the community - making good on a decades-old promise by state
leaders. These actions will complement and build upon California’s transformative behavioral
health care expansion and accomplishments to date, including the CARE Act, the Children’s and
Youth Behavioral Health Initiative, the CalAIM expansion of behavioral health services in Medi-
Cal, historic investments in behavioral health housing and infrastructure, veterans’ health and
housing initiatives, and behavioral health workforce investments — to provide a continuum of
community care for all.

Our communities require bold action via transformative policy and funding solutions. For these
reasons, the City of Lafayette supports AB 531.

Sincerely,

Carly Anduri
Mayor, City of Lafayette

Cc: Assembly Member Bauer Kahan



