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April 28, 2023

The Honorable Gregg Hart
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 6230
Sacramento CA 95814

RE: AB 557 (Hart) Open meetings: local agencies: teleconferences
City of Lafayette — Support

Dear Assembly Member Hart,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, I am writing to express our support of your AB 557, which
amends provisions contained within AB 361 (R. Rivas, Statutes of 2021), that provided local
agencies remote meeting flexibility during the COVID-19 pandemic. Specifically, this bill
eliminates the sunset date on AB 361, thus allowing local agencies to use teleconferencing
without complying with specified Ralph. M Brown Act (Brown Act) requirements during a
proclaimed state of emergency. Further, the measure changes the frequency with which a
legislative body must make specified findings in order to continue to teleconference from every
30 days to every 45 days.

While California seeks to transition to a post-COVID era, the threat of additional emergencies
remains, as has been made abundantly clear by recent flooding and wildfires. Absent any
legislative intervention, the processes established by AB 361 to provide remote meeting
flexibility to local agencies in emergency circumstances will expire at the end of this year. To
remain best equipped to address future emergencies and allow local agencies to effectively react
and respond, AB 557 would eliminate the sunset on the emergency remote meeting procedures
added to California Government Code section 54953.

Additionally, by extending the timeframe by which a legislative body can make findings to
continue to teleconference, this measure will save valuable time and resources within local
agencies if future emergencies should arise, given that they would not need to call special
meetings in order to recertify procedures. During the pandemic, local governments like ours
struggled to meet these timeframes, given that the 30™ day after recertification sometimes fell on
a weekend or holiday when no regular meeting was scheduled.

AB 557 is a common sense measure that will save the Legislature and local agencies time and
resources in shifting back into state of emergency procedures, should future events occur that
necessitate social distancing. Residents, elected officials, and staff deserve to have plans in place
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via statute to guide plans of action under emergency circumstances. AB 557 solidifies a plan of
action for remote meeting flexibilities that have been proven to work.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette is pleased to support your AB 557.
Sincerely,
Carl Anduri

Mayor, City of Lafayette
Cc: Assembly Member Bauer Kahan
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