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The Honorable Assembly Member Rebecca Bauer Kahan September 12, 2023
California State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: ACA 13 (Ward) Voting Thresholds
Notice of SUPPORT (As Amended 8/17/2023)

Dear Assembly Member Bauer Kahan,

The City of Lafayette supports ACA 13 (Ward), which would require any constitutional amendment
proposed by an initiative that increases a vote requirement for future measures to be approved by the
same proportion of voters. The measure would also preserve the right of cities to place advisory
gquestions asking voters their opinions on the ballot.

Under current law, a simple majority of voters (50% + 1 vote) may vote to require a supermajority (for
example, 66%) voter approval for future action. This framework has given disproportionate power to a
small number of voters as little more than one-third of voters can prevent the enactment of laws that a
majority of voters agree upon.

ACA 13 responds to California Business Roundtable (CBRT) 21-0042A1 initiative which would directly
impact the ability of a local jurisdiction to fund current and future quality of life needs in the community.
The City supports ACA 13 because it would ensure the will of the majority of our local voters is
preserved now and in the future by requiring any initiative that enhances a voter requirement to pass by
that same voter requirement. ACA 13 is a fair, good government proposal that protects the principles of
democracy and majority rule.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette supports ACA 13.
Sincerely,

Carl Anduri

Mayor, City of Lafayette

cc. Senator Glazer

Sam Caygill (via email)
Meg Desmond, League of California Cities, cityletters@cacities.org
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