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April 28, 2023

The Honorable Bill Dodd
California State Senate
1021 O Street, Suite 7610
Sacramento CA 95814

RE: SB 436 (Dodd) Wildfire safety: California Wildfire Mitigation Strategic Planning Act
City of Lafayette — Support

Dear Senator Dodd,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | am writing to express our support of your SB 436, which would
establish the California Wildfire Mitigation Strategic Planning Act, requiring the Office of
Emergency Service (OES) to develop a Wildfire Risk Mitigation Planning Framework for state and
federal agencies, electric utilities, municipalities, and other organizations to collaboratively plan
and implement wildfire risk mitigation actions, a Wildfire Risk Baseline and Forecast for the State
of California, and an annual Wildfire Mitigation Scenarios Report.

In recent years, California has faced an alarming increase in destructive wildfires. Most of the
largest and devastating fires have taken place within the last decade, culminating in a particularly
severe outbreak in recent years. This period has witnessed some of the worst wildfires in the
state's recorded history.

This bill creates a Wildfire Risk Mitigation Planning Framework that OES will be required to
prepare every three years starting in 2025. The purpose of the framework is to evaluate wildfire
risk mitigation actions, including both short-term and long-term measures, in order to better
coordinate and plan mitigation efforts across the state. The framework will provide an evaluation
of wildfire risk mitigation actions that are quantitatively evaluated to reduce the chances of a
wildfire ignition or the consequences of a wildfire ignition after one occurs. This will help direct
coordinated mitigation efforts and long-term collaborative mitigation planning.

This bill also requires OES to prepare a Wildfire Risk Baseline and Forecast for the state of
California every three years. The forecast must include a statewide and county-specific
evaluation of the current ignition risk and potential consequences of wildfires to human life,
structures, infrastructure, ecosystems, and other resources. It must also establish key risk
metrics and reasonable levels of unmitigated planned risk that the state can assume and manage
through fire suppression.

With so many different federal, state, and local stakeholders involved in various activities to
prepare for, and respond to, wildfire events, it is important to ensure that there are state level
assessments and coordination to ensure that resources are maximized. These planning and
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assessment efforts will be of great benefit to local governments tnat often do not have the
resources, or expertise to evaluate their own wildfire risk or how they can engage in broader
ing and response efforts.

regional and statewide planni
For these reasons, the City of Lafayette is pleased to support your SB 436.
Sincerely,

Carl Anduri
Mayor, City of Lafayette

Cc: Senator Glazer
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