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The Honorable Scott Wiener July 25, 2023
California State Senate '

1021 O St., Suite 8620

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 532 (Wiener): San Francisco Bay area toll bridges: tolls: transit operating expenses.
City of Lafayette — Notice of Opposition

Dear Senator Wiener,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | am writing in respectful opposition to SB 532 (Wiener), which would require
the Bay Area Toll Authority (BATA) to increase by $1.50 the toll for each of the seven state-owned toll bridges in
the San Francisco Bay Area to help fund the ongoing operations for regional transit providers.

The City agrees that ensuring the ongoing operations of transit providers, such as BART and County Connection
that serve Lafayette, are of vital importance. These transit options provide Lafayette residents with alternatives to
driving when commuting to work or traveling elsewhere within the Bay Area. That said, the recently approved
state budget provided $5.1 billion, including $1.1 billion in new statewide funding, to transit agencies in the Bay
Area and across the state to help cover operating expenses, provide time to recover ridership, and to adaptto a
post-pandemic and post-remote work world. This funding is on top of the $4.4 billion in federal funds delivered to
Bay Area transit during the pandemic. These efforts have staved off facing a “fiscal cliff” from 2025 until at least
2027.

Tolls in the Bay Area are already high, increasing, and are set to be raised again in 2025 for Regional Measure 3
improvements. Bay Area residents’ ability to pay increasing bridge tolls is not limitless. Prior bridge toll increases,
approved by voters, had revenues that directly supported the maintenance and safety of the bridges themselves,
or otherwise provided voters with specific information as to where the revenues would be directed. SB 532 is not
clear on which transit agencies would benefit, and to what level, from the proposed toll increase, thereby setting
up a scenario where certain Bay Area residents would pay increased tolls that provide no benefit to the transit
options to which they may have access.

Lastly, before the City can support new taxes, tolls or fees to support transit, we need evidence that transit
agencies are working to make their systems safer, more cost effective and more interconnected. While we
acknowledge this work by the agencies'is a complex undertaking, transit systems need to change and adapt to the
changing commute patterns and ridership volumes. Without these changes, there is no reason to think that Bay
Area residents will not continue to see increasing fees for a diminishing quality of service.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette respectfully opposes SB 532.

Sincerely

Carl Anduri
Mayor, City of Lafayette

Cc: Senator Glazer
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