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June 15, 2022

The Honorable Alex Lee

California State Assembly

Member 10t and O Street Offices, Suite 6330
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 2053 (Lee) The Social Housing Act
City of Lafayette — Oppose Unless Amended

Dear Assembly Member Lee:

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | write to express our oppose unless amended position
to your AB 2053, which establishes the California Housing Authority (CHA) for the
purposes of developing mixed-income social housing. Specifically, the bill creates the
CHA as an independent state entity with the mission of producing and acquiring social
housing for all California residents, eliminating the gap between housing production and
regional housing needs assessment targets, and preserving affordable housing.
Additionally, the bill states that the CHA must prioritize development on vacant parcels,
certain underutilized parcels with deed-restricted units, surplus public properties, and
parcels near transit. Units constructed by the CHA must meet certain affordability
requirements.

As written, the CHA will have prevailing jurisdiction over which parcels may be developed
and to which density. While we appreciate that the bill incorporates recently amended
language, which requires the CHA to seek input from the local government about certain
aspects of a proposed development, we have concerns that “seeking input” is not a great
enough standard to protect our careful and considered planning processes. In addition,
the CHA's developments would appear to be subject to Article 34 of the California
Constitution, which requires local city and county voters to approve any public low-rent
housing project.

We understand the fundamental issue AB 2053 seeks to address — there simply aren't
enough homes for low- and middle-class Californians. Additionally, by creating a state-
run entity that would aid in the identification of developable land and the construction of
affordable units in those areas, some provisions within this bill could help alleviate
development pressures placed on local governments, who are each individually tasked
with doing just that. However, the City of Lafayette would like to see provisions added
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that allow for local plans to be equated to the authority of the CHA when identifying
developable parcels. Planning for our community’s housing needs is a considered
process that involves input from residents, developers, and democratically elected
officials. We hope that if AB 2053 becomes effective, that any developments constructed
as part of its provisions adhere to local planning guidelines.

The City of Lafayette is committed to working with the Legislature to ensure the planning
and development process in future RHNA cycles is wholistic and carefully implemented
to meet the housing and safety needs of our residents. However, because this bill seeks
to override local planning processes, we must respectfully retain an opposed unless
amended position.

Sincerely,

Teresa Gerringer
Mayor
City of Lafayette

cc.  Senator Steve Glazer
Assembly Member Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
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