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June 15, 2022

The Honorable Scott Wiener
Chair, Senate Housing Committee
1021 O Street, Suite 6630
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 682 (Bloom) Planning and zoning: density bonuses: cohousing
buildings.
City of Lafayette — Oppose Unless Amended

Dear Senator Wiener,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | write to express our Oppose Unless Amended position
to AB 682 (Bloom), which adds cohousing building as a category within density bonus
law. Cohousing is defined to mean one or more habitable rooms, not contained within
another dwelling unit, which includes a bathroom, sink, refrigerator, and microwave that
is used for a permanent residence and meets minimum room area specified in California
Residential Code. In addition, the bill provides that an applicant for a cohousing building
that qualifies for a density bonus automatically receives certain benefits from the local
government, and that these benefits do not reduce nor increase the number of incentives
or concessions to which the project is otherwise entitled.

The City understands the fundamental issue this bill seeks to address — not enough
houses are being built to fulfill the needs of the state’'s low- and moderate-income
residents. However, we believe that this bill undermines a significant aspect of density
bonus law, and that is the mutual benefit between the local government, developers, and
low-income residents. By offering density bonus concessions to developers, developers
then develop additional units, with a percentage of them servicing the community’s low-
income residents. In turn, the local government counts those newly developed units
toward its Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) target goals.

Unfortunately, AB 682 strips local governments from the mutual benefit of density bonus
concessions. Cohousing units envisioned in this bill may be considered “group quarters”
under the United States Census definition of a housing unit. As a result, cohousing units
developed under this bill may not be eligible to count toward a local government's RHNA
target.
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The City of Lafayette respectfully opposes AB 682 unless it is amended to clarify that
cohousing units developed under the bill's provisions will count toward RHNA goals.
While we are supportive of the construction of additional units that will service our low-
income residents, the City is diligently working toward meeting its housing development
goals and contributing to the region’s housing needs assessment unit minimums. As
such, it would work against city interests to afford density bonus concessions toward the
construction of units that would not count toward our state-mandated goals.

Sincerely,

Teresa Gerringer
Mayor
City of Lafayette

cc:.  Senator Steve Glazer
Assembly Member Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
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