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August 1, 2022

The Honorable Chris Holden

Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee
1021 O Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 6 (Caballero) Local planning: housing: commercial zones.
City of Lafayette — Oppose Unless Amended

Dear Assembly Member Holden:

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | write in opposition to SB 6 (Caballero), which would create a new
process allowing residential development on certain commercial and industrial sites, including allowing
qualifying projects to use the streamlined application procedures of SB 35 (Wiener, 2017). The City is
adopting an oppose unless amended position to clarify that homes are built in areas best suited for
residential use, allow cities to count sites where SB 6 would apply toward their regional housing needs
allocation, and to delete the applicability of SB 35 or developments that do not comply with existing local
zoning standards.

SB 6 will apply to zones where “office, retalil, or parking are a principally permitted use,” but the City has
concerns regarding whether the zoning designations targeted by SB 6 are always appropriate for housing.
The definition in the bill would allow by-right housing within many commercial and industrial zones.
Commercial uses can vary in type and intensity with some commercial uses being more compatible with
housing development than others. For instance, allowable commercial uses in the City can include
manufacturing, fabrication, distribution facilities, mortuaries, auto repair, and heavy equipment rental
uses. Precluding parcels next to industrial and agricultural zones is helpful, but additional protections are
needed due to the flexible nature of commercial zones, which allow retail, office, and more intensive and
heavier commercial uses as principally permitted uses. Additionally, we would request that the author
consider amendments to exempt certain sensitive areas, such as areas within a very high fire hazard
severity zone, that are not suitable for dense housing developments.

Additionally, since this bill would enact statewide overrides to local zoning codes, we request SB 6 be
amended to allow cities to count sites where SB 6 would apply toward their regional housing needs
allocation planning requirement irrespective of whether the current zoning allows for residential uses,
provided that the sites are able to accommodate residential development. This is especially relevant for
those sites that SB 6 would make eligible for a by-right approval process for a housing project pursuant to
SB 35.

3675 Mount Diablo Boulevard, Suite 210, Lafayette, CA 94549
Phone: 925.284.1968 www.ci.lafayette.ca.us



A &

SB 35 was originally intended to accentuate the approval and development process for projects that
comply with local land use standards. SB 6 would change that approach by extending the same by-right
authority to certain projects located on sites that meet the basic eligibility requirements of SB 35 -
irrespective of existing zoning standards. We request that SB 6 be amended to delete the applicability of
SB 35 on non-zoning compliant parcels.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette opposes SB 6, unless amended to address our aforementioned
concerns.

Sincerely,

Teresa Gerringer
Mayor
City of Lafayette

Cc: Senator Steven Glazer
Assembly Member Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
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