City Council

Teresa Gerringer, Mayor
Carl Anduri, Vice Mayor
Susan Candell, Council Member
Gina Dawson, Council Member

LAFAYETTE Wei-Tai Kwok, Council Member

1848 mem INCORFORATYD 1968

June 15, 2022

The Honorable Ben Allen

California State Senate

Member 10" and O Street Offices, Suite 4840
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SCA 2 (Allen) Public housing projects.
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Senator Allen:

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | write to express our support for your SCA 2, which repeals Article
34 of the California Constitution which requires the development, construction, or acquisition of publicly
funded low-rent housing projects to be approved by a majority of voters in a city or county.

Article 34 was added to the California Constitution in 1950 on the heels of the passage of the federal
Housing Act of 1949. The Housing Act of 1949 banned explicit racial segregation in public housing,
which left cities scrambling to find alternative ways to separate communities of color from white
neighborhoods. The real estate industry, unable to stop the passage of the Housing Act of 1949 at
the federal level, sought to slow and stop its implementation at the state and local level.

Society had very different attitudes about race, ethnicity, class, and poverty 70 years ago. There were
far less tools for residents to alter or block plans for new housing—no California Environmental Quality
Act, Brown Act, or Coastal Act, and far fewer lawsuits. SCA 2 will give voters an opportunity to
eliminate an obstacle enshrined in the California Constitution in a bygone era, which undermines
elected officials’ ability to address California’s acute housing and homelessness challenges

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette is pleased to support your SCA 2 and looks forward to having
it appear on the future ballot.

Teresa Gerringer
Mayor
City of Lafayette

cc: Senator Steve Glazer
Assembly Member Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
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