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PROCLAMATION

Whereas, the Marquis de Lafayette, a hero of the American Revolutionary War
and a symbol of the enduring friendship between France and the United States, sailed to
America aboard the Hermione in 1780 to support the cause of American independence;
and

Whereas, the Hermione represents not only a vital piece of shared history, but also
the enduring values of liberty, courage, and international cooperation; and

Whereas, the Association Hermione-La Fayette is undertaking a major restoration
project to return a replica of this historic ship to sailing condition, with the goal of
bringing her once again to American shores by the year 2028; and

Whereas, this project aims to educate and inspire future generations about the
deep historical ties between the United States and France, and to celebrate the democratic
ideals that unite our nations; and

Whereas, the City of Lafayette, named in honor of the Marquis himself, recognizes
the special significance of this project to our community, and embraces the opportunity
to support a living tribute to our shared past;

Now, Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Lafayette,
California does hereby proclaim our strong support for the restoration of the Hermione,
and encourage our citizens to learn more about this important project, to engage with its
mission, and to celebrate the legacy of Lafayette as a symbol of freedom and international
friendship.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I hereunto set my hand and affixed the City Seal this 11th day
of August, 2025. R
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