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August 18, 2025

The Honorable Maria Elena Durazo
California State Senate

1021 O Street, Suite 7530
Sacramento CA 95814

RE: Senate Bill 707 (Durazo): Open Meetings: Meeting and Teleconference Requirements
City of Lafayette — Notice of Opposed Unless Amended

Dear Senator Durazo,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, we respectfully oppose SB 707 (Durazo) unless it is amended. The City has
consistently supported legislation that promotes and enhances public participation in government. However,
several provisions of this bill present significant compliance challenges in their current form. While we share the
author’s intent, we are requesting amendments to ensure the measure can be effectively implemented at the local
level.

The City of Lafayette has concerns over the implementation of SB 707, particularly as it relates to requirements for
two-way audio-visual public participation for subsidiary bodies. The City of Lafayette does not have a City Hall, but
rather conducts business from city offices located within an office building located in the City. The subsidiary
bodies of the City will typically utilize conference rooms, or other space within the office building, or otherwise
utilize meeting space in other locations in the city, such as libraries or community centers. in each of these
situations, the City does not have the ability to have permanent two-way audio-visual communications equipment
installed for possible use during meetings. By not having access to this equipment, SB 707 will effectively prohibit
members of the City’s subsidiary bodies from being able to utilize remote participation for meetings, as they
cannot ensure that equipment will be available for public participation. As such, we would request that SB 707 be
amended to remove the requirement for two-way audio-visual participation for meetings of subsidiary bodies,
regardless of whether a member participates remotely.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette must respectfully oppose SB 707 (Durazo) unless it is amended to address
the concerns outlined above. We appreciate the author’s commitment to transparency and inclusion in public
meetings and share the broader goal of enhancing public access. However, without these targeted amendments,
SB 707 imposes significant operational and fiscal burdens on local agencies.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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