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September 17, 2025

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Govemor of California

1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:  SB 707 (Durazo): Open Meetings: Meeting and Teleconference Requirements
Request for Veto — City of Lafayette

Dear Governor Newsom,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, I write to respectfully request your veto on SB 707 (Durazo), which would
impose significant new mandates on local legislative bodies regarding remote participation and translation of
agendas.

While the City remains committed to transparency and accessibility, SB 707 would create logistical, fiscal, and
legal challenges that undermine local discretion in managing public meetings. Specifically, the bill would
require all meetings to include two-way telephonic or audiovisual participation and would obligate proceedings
to be halted if there is any disruption in service. This requirement effectively conditions the conduct of local
governance on the stability of internet and telecommunication systems that are beyond the City’s control,
creating unacceptable risk for interruptions in democratic processes.

In addition, the mandate to provide two-way telephonic or audiovisual participation for members of the public
will be infeasible for cities, such as Lafayette, that do not have permanent city facilities at which various
committees, commissions, and other bodies subject to the Brown Act can meet. The City of Lafayette does not
have a City Hall, but instead the City leases office space in a building within the City. Our City Council
meetings are conducted at the City’s public library and our Council subcommittees and other commissions often
meet at community facilities throughout the City. Given that the City generally does not control the facilities
that are used for public meetings, there is not an ability to make audiovisual upgrades and investments needed
{o ensure that the public can participate via these methods.

Finally, SB 707 would require cities to designate a public space for community-submitted translations of
agendas and meeting materials, even if those translations are inaccurate or misleading. This provision raises
serious concerns regarding the City’s legal exposure, as well as the potential for public confusion and mistrust if
incorrect or incomplete translations are disseminated as official documents.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette respectfully requests your veto on SB 707 (Durazo). Thank you for your
consideration. *

Sincerely,

Cunolell

Susan Candell
Mayor
City of Lafayette
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