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February 24, 2026

The Honorable Timothy Grayson
California State Senate

1021 O Street, Suite 7250
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 959 (Grayson) - School Wildfire Safety - SUPPORT
Dear Senator Grayson,

I am writing to support SB 959, which would authorize local fire agencies to determine when a school
faces an imminent danger warranting the cancellation of classes. The bill wouid also clarify that schools
would not lose average daily attendance (ADA) funding when classes are canceled due to the imminence
of a major safety hazard as determined by the local fire agency.

California has experienced an unprecedented rise in the frequency and severity of wildfires as the state
faces the new reality of a year-round fire season. In response to recent devastating wildfires, the
Legislature has acted to both rebuild affected communities and bolster mitigation efforts, however,
more must be done to ensure that communities have every tool to respond to fire danger appropriately.

One area where there remains a gap in current law is in the Education Code, which currently lists fire as
one the emergency instances where a school may cancel classes and not lose out on ADA funding. The
statute, however, is not clear on whether schools would lose out on this crucial funding if proactive
action is taken to protect students and faculty through a school closure out of prudent caution, due to
eminent fire danger.

Current law provides that a school may cancel classes and receive ADA funds if there is imminence of a
major safety hazard as determined by the local law enforcement agency. However, conversations with
local law enforcement, fire officials, and school administrators note that local fire agencies—who may

be best suited to make these determinations—do not have the authority to do so. SB 959 will address

that gap in current law.

Additionally, many schools are in residential neighborhoods and closing them when there is an
imminent fire would allow for residents to evacuate more quickly and firefighters to safely enter areas
where there is limited ingress and egress—leading to broader community safety.

This update to the law will ensure that school districts will not lose ADA funding if they err on the side of
student and community safety in the face of an imminent wildfire. Including fire agencies in this vital
decision-making process has the potential to save the lives of students, teachers, and school personnel
by keeping them out of harm’s way when their campuses are threatened by potential wildfires.
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February 24, 2026

The Honorable Sasha Renée Pérez
Chair, Senate Education Committee
1021 O Street, Suite 6740
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 959 (Grayson) - School Wildfire Safety - SUPPORT
Dear Senator Perez,

| am writing to request your support of SB 959, which would authorize local fire agencies to determine
when a school faces an imminent danger warranting the cancellation of classes. The bill would also clarify
that schools would not lose average daily attendance (ADA) funding when classes are canceled due to the
imminence of a major safety hazard as determined by the local fire agency.

California has experienced an unprecedented rise in the frequency and severity of wildfires as the state
faces the new reality of a year-round fire season. In response to recent devastating wildfires, the
Legislature has acted to both rebuild affected communities and bolster mitigation efforts, however, more
must be done to ensure that communities have every tool to respond to fire danger appropriately.

One area where there remains a gap in current law is in the Education Code, which currently lists fire as
one the emergency instances where a school may cancel classes and not lose out on ADA funding. The
statute, however, is not clear on whether schools would lose out on this crucial funding if proactive action
is taken to protect students and faculty through a school closure out of prudent caution, due to eminent

fire danger.

Current law provides that a school may cancel classes and receive ADA funds if there is imminence of a
major safety hazard as determined by the local law enforcement agency. However, conversations with
local law enforcement, fire officials, and school administrators note that local fire agencies—who may be
best suited to make these determinations—do not have the authority to do so. SB 959 will address that
gap in current law.

Additionally, many schools are in residential neighborhoods and closing them when there is an imminent
fire would allow for residents to evacuate more quickly and firefighters to safely enter areas where there
is limited ingress and egress—leading to broader community safety.

This update to the law will ensure that school districts will not lose ADA funding if they err on the side of
student and community safety in the face of an imminent wildfire. Including fire agencies in this vital
decision-making process has the potential to save the lives of students, teachers, and school personnel by
keeping them out of harm’s way when their campuses are threatened by potential wildfires. It is for these
reasons that | urge your support of SB 959.
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