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April 27, 2026

The Honorable Diane Papan
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 4420
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:  AB 1557 (Papan): Vehicles: Electric Bicycles
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Assembly Member Papan,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | write to express our support for AB 1557 (Papan), which
refines the definition and regulation of electric bicycles under California law and provides
important clarity for consumers, manufacturers, and regulators.

As electric bicycles become increasingly prevalent, clear and enforceable standards are essential
to protect riders and pedestrians, particularly on shared-use paths. AB 1557 provides a
thoughtful framework that balances innovation in micromobility with public safety by
establishing consistent, easy-to-understand rules governing e-bicycle design and operation.
These standards will improve compliance, reduce confusion among users, and support safer
integration of e-bicycles into existing transportation networks.

The measure maintains the requirement that electric bicycles include fully operable pedals and a
motor not exceeding 750 watts of peak power, while lowering the maximum assisted speed for
Class 1 and Class 2 electric bicycles to 16 miles per hour. These updates help better align device
capabilities with the environments in which they are commonly used, particularly bike paths and
neighborhood streets. The bill also preserves the classification of electric bicycles manufactured
prior to January 1, 2027, avoiding unintended impacts on current owners and providing a
practical transition for the marketplace. In addition, AB 1557 establishes a new definition for
cargo electric bicycles and permits these devices to utilize motors up to 750 watts of continuous
power, appropriately recognizing their role in goods movement and family transportation while
maintaining reasonable safety limits.

The bill further strengthens consumer protections by prohibiting the manufacture, sale, or
advertisement of electric bicycles that exceed specified power and speed thresholds, and
authorizes civil penalties to ensure compliance. These provisions create a more transparent and
accountable marketplace, helping prevent the mislabeling or sale of higher-powered devices as
electric bicycles. Finally, AB 1557 enhances safety protections for minors by prohibiting
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individuals under 16 years of age from operating higher-powered electric bicycles, an important
safeguard given the increased risks associated with more powerful devices.

Taken together, these updates respond to the rapid evolution of e-bicycle technology and usage.
By establishing clear, enforceable standards and aligning device capabilities with appropriate use,
AB 1557 promotes safer conditions on California’s streets and shared-use paths while supporting
the continued growth of sustainable transportation options.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette is pleased to support AB 1557 (Papan).

Sincerely,

Mayor
City of Lafayette
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