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April 27, 2026

The Honorable Lisa Calderon
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 4650
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:  AB 2517 (Calderon): Fire Safety: Fire Hazard Severity Zones (As Amended on 4/8/26)
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Assembly Member Calderon,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, | write to express our support for AB 2517 (Calderon), which
would strengthen the process used to designate Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ) in California’s
Local Responsibility Areas.

Fire hazard severity maps are a critical tool for communities like Lafayette, where development is
closely integrated with hillside terrain, open space preserves, and wildland interface areas that
present elevated wildfire risk. Portions of Lafayette are characterized by steep topography, dense
vegetation, and limited access routes. These conditions heighten vulnerability to wildfire ignition
and rapid fire spread, particularly during high wind events and prolonged dry conditions.

As a result, accurate and transparent Fire Hazard Severity Zone designations are essential for
guiding land use decisions, building standards, defensible space requirements, and emergency
preparedness strategies in these high-risk areas.

These designations are developed by the Office of the State Fire Marshal using statewide criteria
that consider terrain, fuel conditions, and weather patterns. However, recent updates to Local
Responsibility Area maps have raised concerns regarding the accuracy of parcel-level
classifications and the underlying land use data used to inform these maps. In communities like
Lafayette where wildfire risk can vary significantly within short distances due to topography and
vegetation, these discrepancies can have meaningful implications for residents and property
owners. While local agencies are still required to adopt these maps within existing timeframes, AB
2517 improves the process by requiring earlier access to draft maps and supporting data, allowing
for more meaningful review before final designations are made.

AB 2517 would require the State Fire Marshal to release draft maps, underlying data, and
methodology at least 180 days prior to finalization, conduct public workshops (including virtual
options), and provide a formal public comment period. The bill also requires the State Fire Marshal
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to respond to written comments from local agencies regarding mapping accuracy and land use
considerations, helping ensure that local conditions are better reflected in final maps.

In addition, the bill clarifies the ongoing five-year review cycle for fire hazard severity zones and
allows local agencies to apply the highest hazard designation across an entire parcel where
multiple designations exist, improving consistency in how risk is applied.

For our City, these improvements are particularly important to ensure that hillside and wildland
interface areas are accurately represented and that local agencies have the ability to align state
designations with on-the-ground conditions. Greater transparency and structured opportunities
for input will support more effective planning, improve public trust, and enhance the City’s ability
to implement wildfire mitigation strategies that reflect real risk.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette respectfully supports AB 2517 (Calderon).
Sincerely,

o

Carl Anduri
Mayor
City of Lafayette
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