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May 28, 2026

The Honorable Blanca Pacheco
California State Assembly

1021 O Street, Suite 4510
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1821 (Pacheco): California Public Records Act: Agency Response Time
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Assemblymember Pacheco,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, I write to you today in support of AB 1821 (Pacheco), which
provides a thoughtful update to the California Public Records Act (CPRA) to improve clarity and
consistency in agency response timelines.

Cities are committed to providing timely and meaningful access to public records. However, local
agencies continue to experience increasing volume and complexity in CPRA requests while
balancing limited staff resources. By updating statutory response deadlines from calendar days to
business days, this measure better aligns the law with how public agencies operate and provides
clearer expectations for both requestors and agencies.

AB 1821 also clarifies the circumstances under which agencies may extend response timelines by
more clearly defining “unusual circumstances.” These provisions appropriately recognize real-
world conditions that can affect an agency’s ability to respond, including the need to process
voluminous requests, coordinate across departments or agencies, respond to cyber incidents, and
operate during states of emergency.

Importantly, the measure preserves core transparency requirements by maintaining agencies’
obligation to promptly determine whether responsive records exist and to provide estimated
timelines for production. In doing so, it supports consistent and predictable administration of the
CPRA while safeguarding public access.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette respectfully supports AB 1821 (Pacheco).

Carl Anduri
Mayor
City of Lafayette
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