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May 29, 2026

The Honorable Diane Papan
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Room 5120
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 2296 (Papan) — Planning and Zoning: Regional Housing Needs Allocation
City of Lafayette — Notice of Support

Dear Assemblymember Papan,

On behalf of the City of Lafayette, I am pleased to express our support for AB 2296 (Papan),
which makes targeted improvements to the housing element process by increasing flexibility for
local governments and strengthening transparency in the state’s review process. The bill helps
provide clearer expectations for jurisdictions as they work to meet their Regional Housing Needs
Allocation (RHNA) obligations and maintain compliance with state housing law.

Local governments play a central role in planning for housing across all income levels through the
housing element of the general plan. On a regular cycle, jurisdictions are required to identify
adequate sites, adopt programs, and secure certification from the Department of Housing and
Community Development (HCD). This work is guided by RHNA assignments, which establish
each jurisdiction’s share of regional housing need. As part of this process, cities must compile
extensive data, adopt zoning strategies, and implement programs that support housing production
and affirmatively further fair housing.

During the most recent RHNA cycle, many jurisdictions encountered significant challenges
completing and obtaining certification of their housing elements. These include compressed
timelines, multiple rounds of revisions, evolving statutory requirements, and limited clarity in state
feedback during the review process. These factors have made an already complex planning effort
more resource-intensive and difficult to navigate, particularly for jurisdictions with limited staff
capacity.

AB 2296 responds to these challenges by allowing jurisdictions to begin the housing element
update process earlier and by improving communication and clarity in HCD’s review of draft
elements. The bill also helps ensure that local governments receive timely and actionable
feedback, while providing greater transparency around the basis for state comments. These
changes will support a more predictable and efficient process and help jurisdictions stay on track
to adopt compliant housing elements.

For these reasons, the City of Lafayette supports AB 2296 (Papan).
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Sincerely,
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Mayor
City of Lafayette

Page 2 of 2



